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Author’s Note | Online Resources

“If you’ve been wondering how to present the refugee crisis to children without losing faith in 
humanity, take a look at this graceful, even uplifting book.”—The New York Times 

“Beauty and sorrow sit side by side in this compassionate and age-appropriate depiction of con-
temporary refugee life.”—The Horn Book Magazine

“[T]his story draws attention to an important world issue without subjecting young readers to its 
harshest realities.”—Booklist

A stunning offering for libraries wishing to add to their collection of hopeful yet realistic refugee 
tales.”—School Library Journal
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The New York Times coverage:  
“Children’s Authors Take On the Refugee Crisis”

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/06/books/refugee-crisis-childrens-books.html

“Reading, Writing, and Refugees”
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/06/books/refugee-childrens-books.html

“Friendship and Fables Soar in New Children’s Books”
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/12/books/review/bookshelf-friendships-and-fables-soar-in-new-childrens-

books.html

Extended Author’s Note with resources about the 
refugee crisis available online:

http://pajamapress.ca/syrian_conflict_resources/

  A 2017 New York Times Notable     
       Children's Book selection



Author/Illustrator Bio
Suzanne Del Rizzo has always loved getting her hands messy. She trad-
ed her job in scientific research for a career in children’s illustration 
with her first picture book, Skink on the Brink, which won the SCBWI 
Crystal Kite Award and was a finalist for the Rainforest of Reading 
Award. Suzanne’s dimensional illustrations use Plasticine, polymer clay, 
and other mixed media to bring rich texture and imagination to her 
books. In 2015, looking for resources to explain the Syrian Civil War to 
her own children, Suzanne came across the article of a boy who took 
solace in a connection with wild birds at the Za’atari refugee camp. 
Struck by the universality of a child’s relationship to animals, she began 
writing My Beautiful Birds. Suzanne lives in Oakville, Ontario.

Further Reviews of My Beautiful Birds
“Del Rizzo...wisely focuses on what Sami sees and feels without trying to explain too much of the context, 
relying instead on her visuals to provide this information....These skillful and imaginative illustrations...give a 
sense of dimension, which is enhanced by striking and unusual perspectives. My Beautiful Birds is a lovely, time-
ly book.”—Quill & Quire      Starred Review

“Del Rizzo uses her considerable talent with paint, Plasticine, and polymer clay to create the colorful, highly 
textured illustrations for this book, which she conceived while searching for a way to explain the Syrian civil 
war to her young children. Based on a real refugee child who keeps birds, this story isn’t about war but its 
effect on those who experience it and survive. This story of one frightened little boy who finds strength in 
caring for animals and uses that strength to comfort other kids is an excellent means of explaining a difficult 
subject to young children.”—Kirkus Reviews

“Suzanne Del Rizzo’s incredible attention to each detail in the story line, dialogue and exceptionally detailed 
polymer clay and acrylic art work of the landscape and living conditions, beautifully combines to allow the 
reader to absorb the profound emotional loss that Sami has experienced and continues daily….I appreciated 
that the book did not explain, blame or discuss any political themes, leaving these questions outside Sami’s 
innocent mind, allowing him to focus on reality, humanity and survival. I hope this book inspires others to 
realize the daily plight of refugees.”—Youth Services Book Review

“Illustrations in polymer clay and acrylic paint show Sami’s slow transition into in his new life. The author’s 
note provides context about the Syrian war and information about the refugee camps.”—ILA Literacy Daily

“With its elegant prose and beautiful clay illustrations, this book tells a timely story through the voice of a 
Syrian refugee….My Beautiful Birds is a very well-executed book that provides a window into the life of a 
refugee while also being a pleasure to read.”—Resource Links

“Suzanne Del Rizzo weaves the story together beautifully with the help of her own illustrations…They are 
extremely captivating and add even more depth to the already engaging story that accompanies them. In 
addition to all of its many amazing aspects, My Beautiful Birds is a stunning tool to teach children about what 
goes on in the world outside their own backyards.”—Canadian Children’s BookNews
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