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Meet Our Team Letter from the Publisher

as we approach our spring 2024 season, I am excited by the 
hard work and creativity put into our upcoming titles by my 
new, incredible dream team at Pajama Press. We recently went 
through a staff restructuring due to the unexpected resignation 
of long-time Associate Editor, Erin Alladin, who left in June due 
to health issues. We wish Erin well with her ongoing recovery.

Our team now includes, Emma Davis, a recent Centennial 
College Publishing graduate with a Masters of English from 

Wilfrid Laurier University, who joined us as intern in late July, 
and is now shining as our full-time Editorial & Marketing Assistant. 

Simin Dewji, who has been with us for over a year as the Sales & 
Marketing Assistant, has been promoted to our in-house Designer, which 

is well deserved considering the fresh energy and fabulous creativity she is pouring into 
our books, covers, and marketing materials. Jenny La, our new Office Administrator, 
who was previously our Client Business Advisor at the Royal Bank, is proving to be just 
as valuable as she always was for me at the bank, and more. Quinn Baker, our Sales & 
Marketing Manager, continues to lead our team with confidence, skill, and extraordinary 
versatility. This year, Quinn added Foreign Rights Sales to his responsibilities, and he has 
flourished in this role since his trip to Bologna in March.

Our North American marketing efforts at Pajama, which has always been a strong 
focus, wouldn’t have such incredible success without the expertise of Myrick 
Marketing & Publishers Spotlight. I would like to extend my sincerest thanks and 
gratitude to Ellen Myrick, Stacey Ashby, Rebecca Gibson, and their amazing team 
who feature our titles at countless US conferences, for US award submissions, and all 
sorts of other important venues. We value their knowledge and incredible contacts 
which has helped our books gain recognition since we became a client in 2014.

This season, we have an exciting, fresh list that I’m sure you’ll enjoy. To discover more 
about our books, please look to our website (pajamapress.ca), Edelweiss, CataList, or 
Bookmanager. And always know that any assistance you might require with supply, 
discounts, or anything, is only an email message away.

Warmly, 

Gail Elizabeth Winskill, Publisher



From the author of the 2023 Texas 2×2 Reading List 
Selection, Bear has a Belly, comes another Big, Little 
Concepts photographic celebration! Preschoolers will 
be delighted as they explore colorful foods to enjoy, 

and the animals that love them too!

Fresh green, tender green, / Snipped from the ground green. / Green for a 
deer, / And green for me! From the Big, Little Concepts series, this multilayered 
concept book celebrates the colors of healthy foods that people and animals 
both eat, featuring closing activities for a dynamic story time! 

Bunny Loves Beans 
by Jane Whittingham 

Texas 2x2 Reading List Selection 

Carnegie Library Of Pittsburgh Best Books 
for Babies Selection

“A welcome message of appreciation for human 
(and animal!) bodies.”—Kirkus Reviews

“[One] of my recent favorites…adorable  
human-animal comparison.”—The Horn Book

April 16, 2024

Ship Date:March 22, 2024

ISBN: 978-1-77278-301-8

Picture Book Ages 2–5

Format: Hardcover with padded cover

$17.95 USD / $21.95 CAD

Trim size: 9 x 9 in | Pages: 24

Rights available: World ex. NA

JUV050000 JUVENILE FICTION / 

Cooking & Food

JUV002000 JUVENILE FICTION / 

Animals / General

JNF013020 JUVENILE NONFICTION / 

Concepts / Colors

JUV074000 JUVENILE FICTION / 

Diversity & Multicultural

JUV070000 JUVENILE FICTION / Poetry

Look Inside: 

Also from the Big, Little Concepts Collection: 
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New Release! New Release!



From the award-winning author of Nim’s Island 
and Dragonfly Song, a gripping novel about a 
family’s will to endure, mystical horses, and the 

beauty of self-sufficiency and restoration. 

The valley of horses, an inescapable safe haven filled with mystical horses, has 
been Honey’s home for seven peaceful years. When Honey’s father falls ill, it’s 
up to her to discover a way out of the valley to seek help from a place, and 
people, Honey only knows from stories. 

Out of the Valley of Horses 
by Wendy Orr  

April 23, 2024

Ship Date: March 29, 2024

ISBN: 978-1-77278-311-7

Juvenile Fiction Ages 8–12

Format: Hardcover with 

laminated case 

$18.95 USD / $23.95 CAD

Trim size: 5.5 x 8 in | Pages: 224

JUVENILE FICTION / 

Action & Adventure / General

JUVENILE FICTION /

 Animals / Horses

JUVENILE FICTION / 

Action & Adventure / Survival Stories

JUVENILE FICTION / 

Fantasy & Magic

JUVENILE FICTION / 

Family / Multigenerational

You May Also Like: 

“Lyrical and  
magnetic...”

—Kirkus 
Starred Review

“Beautiful  
writing...”

—SLJ   
Starred Review
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New Release! New Release!



The award-winning author-illustrator of Happy is 
back to celebrate the journey of parenthood. Mies 
van Hout’s vivid and expressive chalk birds convey 

the joys and challenges of raising little ones.

“Extraordinary colors and single words describe the journey of bird parents and 
children….While certainly a work that will appeal to parents, it will also delight 
children with the profusion of color and the single words illustrated with so 
much energy and imagination.”

—Kirkus  Starred Review

“Surprise, which has humor as well as sweetness, should appeal to children 
and perhaps especially to their mothers...”

—New York Times

Surprise 
by Mies van Hout 

April 2, 2024

Ship Date: March 8, 2024

ISBN: 978-1-77278-312-4

Picture Book Ages 3–7

Format: Hardcover

$18.95 USD / $22.95 CAD

Trim size: 11.375 x 9.25 in 

Pages: 26

JUV013060 JUVENILE FICTION / 

Family / Parents

JUV017150 JUVENILE FICTION /

 Holidays & Celebrations / Mother’s Day

JUV039050 JUVENILE FICTION /

Social Themes / Emotions & Feelings

JUV002040 JUVENILE FICTION / 

Animals / Birds

JUV009080 JUVENILE FICTION / 

Concepts / Words

Look Inside: 

You May Also Like: 

PW 

NYT

Kirkus

SLJ

Foreword

PW 

Kirkus

SLJ
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New Release! New Release!



From the creators of Percy’s Perfect Friend. 
 Melodramatic Leah goes through all the highs and 

lows of schoolyard rejection, a joyful new friendship, 
and empathetic generosity toward other lonely souls. 

Look at me, Lonely Leah—the only lonely fairy in line! Laugh along as dramatic 
Leah navigates her first schoolyard rejection and practices the art of making 
friends. Will she remain caught up in her own loneliness? Or will she open 
herself enough to notice she isn’t so alone after all?

The Only Lonely Fairy  
by Lana Button  illustrated by Peggy Collins 

March 5, 2024

Ship Date: February 9, 2024

ISBN: 978-1-77278-302-5

Picture Book Ages 3–6

Format: Hardcover with dust jacket 

$18.95 USD / $22.95 CAD

Trim size: 8 x 10 in | Pages: 32

Rights available: World ex. NA

JUV039060 JUVENILE FICTION /  

Social Themes / Friendship

JUV019000 JUVENILE FICTION /  

Humorous Stories

JUV039050 JUVENILE FICTION /  

Social Themes / Emotions & Feelings

JUV051000 JUVENILE FICTION / 

 Imagination & Play

JUV035000 JUVENILE FICTION /  

School & Education

Look Inside: 

You May Also Like: 
“The ideal classroom or library read-aloud for the 
beginning of the school year...”
—School Library Journal

“A wonderful example of how to resolve social snafus 
through the power of play.”
—Kirkus Reviews

“[A] story about making friends, stepping out of a 
shell, and building confidence”
—Booklist
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New Release! New Release!



A tender story that invites readers to reflect on the passage 
of time. By embracing the calm rhythm of her Papa Jo,  
Charlie’s day is transformed from ordinary to joyful. 

Young Charlie loves spending time with her grandfather, Papa Jo, who 
teaches her to slow down and appreciate every moment of her day. This 
book is lovingly illustrated in soft golds and tender details, inviting readers to 
take their time to appreciate the art. 

The Sun Never Hurries 
by Roxane Turcotte   illustrated by Lucie Crovatto  

Look Inside: 
May 28, 2024

Ship Date: May 3, 2024

ISBN: 978-1-77278-307-0

Picture Book Ages 3–7

Format: Hardcover with dust jacket 

$18.95 USD / $22.95 CAD

Trim size: 8.5 x 11.5 in | Pages: 40

JUV039220 JUVENILE FICTION /

 Social Themes / Values & Virtues

JUV009070 JUVENILE FICTION /

 Concepts / Date & Time

JUV039050 JUVENILE FICTION /

 Social Themes / Emotions & Feelings

JUV013030 JUVENILE FICTION /

 Family / Multigenerational

JUV050000 JUVENILE FICTION / 

Cooking & Food
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New Release! New Release!



Detailed information about all aspects of gardening is 
packaged into a heartfelt story of community action in 

which three bright children, with the help of neighborhood 
volunteers, bring new life and hope to a forgotten garden.

Three children’s accidental discovery sets them on a gardening adventure 
where, with the help of neighborhood volunteers, they are able to transform 
an abandoned yard into a community garden and help an old man overcome 
his sadness.

Secret Gardeners
by Maija Hurme  & Lina Laurent 

Pennsylvania 
Young Reader’s 
Choice Award 

Nominee

Norma Fleck 
Award Finalist

April 30, 2024

Ship Date: April 5, 2024

ISBN: 978-1-77278-247-9

Juvenile Fiction Ages 6–10

Format: Hardcover with case cover 

$19.95 USD / $23.95 CAD

Trim size: 9 x 10 in | Pages: 52

JUV039290 JUVENILE FICTION / 

Social Themes / Activism & Social 

Justice

JUV029040 JUVENILE FICTION / 

Science & Nature / Flowers & Plants

JUV023000 JUVENILE FICTION / 

Lifestyles / City & Town Life

JUV050000 JUVENILE FICTION / 

Cooking & Food

JUV074000 JUVENILE FICTION / 

Diversity & Multicultural

Look Inside: 

You May Also Like: 

“More than 
the sum of 
its parts.”

—Kirkus 

Starred 

Review
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New Release! New Release!



Happy
by Mies van Hout 

“A delightful amuse-
bouche of a book, and 
an aquatic introduction 
to everyday emotions.”

—Publishers Weekly 
Starred Review

No More Plastic
by Alma Fullerton 

“A gentle, effective 
 presentation of an  

environmental  
disaster.”

—Kirkus 
Starred Review

Mies van Hout’s beloved 
art book of emotional 

literacy, now available as a 
high-quality Board Book! 

A young girl takes action 
against ocean pollution in a 
timely story with unique 

plastic-waste diorama art from 
award-winning author- 

illustrator Alma Fullerton. 
“A tour de force of underwater awesomeness 
and emotion, showcasing what an artist can do 
with a few pastels, black paper and something 
fundamental to express…”

—New York Times Book Review

“The line, color, and texture make each page a 
pleasure to return to…”

—Kirkus Reviews

March 26, 2024

Ship Date: March 1, 2024

ISBN: 978-1-77278-314-8

Board Book Ages 1–3

Format: Board Book 

$12.95 USD / $14.95 CAD

Trim size: 7.75 x 6.25 in | Pages: 22

JUV039050 JUVENILE FICTION / 

Social Themes / 

Emotions & Feelings

JUV002100 JUVENILE FICTION / 

Animals / Fish

JUV009080 JUVENILE FICTION / 

Concepts / Words

JUV003000 JUVENILE FICTION / Art

April 2, 2024

Ship Date: March 8, 2024

ISBN: 978-1-77278-313-1

Picture Book Ages 4–7

Format: Paperback with flaps 

$11.95 USD / $14.95 CAD

Trim size: 10 x 9 in | Pages: 32

Rights available: World ex. NA

JUV063000 JUVENILE FICTION / 

Recycling & Green Living 

JUV029010 JUVENILE FICTION / 

Science & Nature / Environment 

JUV002170 JUVENILE FICTION / 

Animals / Marine Life 

JUV039220 JUVENILE FICTION /  

Social Themes / Values & Virtues 

Green Earth 
Book Award 
Honor Book!

“[A] clear environmental message about how 

damaging plastic is to our environment....” 

—School Library Joutnal

“Visually stunning…”

—Quill & Quire
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Now in Board Book! Now in Paperback!



The Umbrella House
by Colleen Nelson 

“A well-paced story 
with a satisfying 

conclusion.”

—Booklist

“This novel ably highlights young people’s 
strengths….An uplifting account of creative kids 
working to preserve a city landmark.”

—Kirkus Reviews

“A strongly written and beautifully heartening novel, 
rich with a wide cast of appealing characters.”

—Quill & Quire

April 2, 2024

Ship Date: March 8, 2024

ISBN: 978-1-77278-306-3

Juvenile Fiction Ages 8–12

Format: Paperback 

$13.95 USD / $16.95 CAD

Trim size: 5.5 x 8 in | Pages: 224

Rights available: World ex. NA

JUV003000 JUVENILE FICTION / Art

JUV039290 JUVENILE FICTION /

 Social Themes / Activism & 

Social Justice 

JUV023000  JUVENILE FICTION / 

Lifestyles / City & Town Life

JUV039060  JUVENILE FICTION / 

Social Themes / Friendship

JUV013030  JUVENILE FICTION / 

Family / Multigenerational

Indigo Kids Best 
of the Year Top 50 

Selection!

Wild One 
by Jane Whittingham 

“A sweet read-aloud 
featuring a fearless 
and athletic girl to 

share with funny little 
monkeys.”

—Kirkus Reviews

“A recommended 
general purchase...”

—School Library Journal

May 14, 2024

Ship Date: April 12, 2024

ISBN: 978-1-77278-317-9

Board Book Ages 1–3

Format: Board Book 

$12.95 USD / $14.95 CAD

Trim size: 8.5 x 7.5 in | Pages: 22

Rights available: World ex. NA

JUV051000 JUVENILE FICTION / 

Imagination & Play

JUV002000 JUVENILE FICTION / 

Animals / General

JUV010000 JUVENILE FICTION / 

Bedtime & Dreams

JUV057000 JUVENILE FICTION / 

Stories in Verse 

From the creators of...

“A comforting and appealing choice...”

—School Library Journal
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Now in Paperback! Now in Board Book!
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Celebrating our Recent Awards

 2024 OLA Silver Birch 
Fiction Award Nominee

 2023 Junior Library 
Guild Selection

 2023 Indigo Kids Best of 
the Year Top 50 Selection

 2023 OLA Silver Birch 
Fiction Award Winner

 2023-24 Pennsylvania 
Young Reader’s Choice 

Award Nominee

 2023 White Ravens 
Award Selection

 2023/24 Red Cedar Book 
Award Nominee

 2024 MYRCA Sundogs 
Award Nominee

 2023 Governor General’s 
Literary Award Finalist

 2023 TD Canadian 
Children’s Literature 

Award Finalist

 2022 Freeman Book 
Award Winner

 2024 OLA Silver Birch 
Fiction Award Nominee 

 2023 Bank Street Best 
Books of the Year Selection

 2023-24 Pennsylvania 
Young Reader’s Choice 

Award Nominee

Celebrating our Recent Awards

 2023 Bank Street College of Education  
Best Children’s Books of the Year Selections

 2024 OLA Blue Spruce 
Award Nominee 

 2023 TLA 2x2 Reading 
List Selection

 2023 Carnegie Library 
of Pittsburh Best Books 

for Babies Selection

 2023 Norma Fleck Award 
for Canadian Children’s 

Non-Fiction Finalist

 2023-24 Pennsylvania 
Young Reader’s Choice 

Award Nominee

 2023 Ruth and Sylvia 
Schwartz Children’s Picture 

Book Award Winner



Now with 12,000 copies in print!
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The Highly Acclaimed Alphabet Sensation! The Imaginary Alphabet



“That’s the kind of board book I like 

to see…”—Betsy Bird, SLJ Fuse 8

“This book works in all the ways 
books for littles should work...” 

—Youth Services Book Review 

 Starred Review
978-1-77278-290-5 HC

“A short flight, soon past—
but with plenty of lift.” 

—Kirkus Reviews

Texas 2x2 Reading List Selection! 

“As charming as its cover implies.” 

—Betsy Bird, SLJ Fuse 8

“What a great book about body 
parts for the young child!” 

—Youth Services Book Review 

 Starred Review

Mathical Book 

Prize Honor 

Book! 

CLEL Bell 

Picture Book 

Awards for 

Early Literacy 

Shortlist!

What do YOU have in common with your favorite furry friends?

The Weather Days series: 

Things That Go!

“An innovative approach to publishing preschool books”
—The Horn Book Magazine

www.pajamapress.ca24 25

Discover Toddler Tough! Discover Toddler Tough!

SLJ 
978-1-77278-197-7 HC

978-1-77278-253-0 BB

978-1-77278-246-2 HC

978-1-77278-277-6 BB

978-1-77278-217-2 HC

978-1-77278-270-7 BB
978-1-77278-135-9 HC

978-1-77278-220-2 BB

SLJ 

Kirkus 
978-1-77278-134-2 HC

978-1-77278-215-8 BB

SLJ 
978-1-77278-213-4 HC

978-1-77278-271-4 BB

978-177278-238-7 HC

978-1-77278-274-5 BB

978-1-77278-268-4 HC

978-1-77278-298-1 BB

978-1-77278-301-8 HC



Now in
 Paperback

Kirkus 
Starred 
Review

www.pajamapress.ca26 27

978-1-77278-137-3 HC

978-1-77278-280-6 HC
978-1-77278-193-9 HC

978-1-77278-278-3 PB

978-1-77278-196-0 HC

978-1-77278-276-9 PB

978-1-77278-177-9 HC

978-1-77278-233-2 BB
978-1-77278-061-1 HC

978-1-77278-188-5 (BB)

Perfect for Easter

Recently Released Spring & Summer Favorites 

978-1-77278-285-1 HC

978-1-77278-284-4 HC
978-1-77278-290-5 HC

978-1-77278-291-2 HC

978-1-77278-296-7 HC

978-1-77278-299-8 HC

978-1-77278-288-2 HC

From the Big, Little 
Concepts collection

From Freeman 
Award-winning author 
Michelle Kadarusman

From the creators of 
The Library Bus The highly acclaimed 

alphabet sensation!

 Junior Library Guild 
Selection!
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