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Story Summary 

Walking through the forest as 
“quiet as mice and rabbits and 
deer”, grandfather and grandson 
come upon fresh moose droppings 
and set out to find the moose itself. 
They discover the branches where 
the moose ate breakfast, greet a 

chipmunk and a goose, and inspect rosehips and pussy willows, 
but the moose is nowhere to be found. Finally, after accepting 
that they will have to try again next time, the boy and his grand-
father head home…only to be met with a big surprise.

Sue Farrell Holler is the Governor General’s Award-nominated author of the YA 
novel Cold White Sun as well as several middle-grade and picture books. Sue 
grew up on Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia, where she wrote avidly to more 
than a hundred pen pals. She later channelled her passion for writing into jour-
nalism studies at the University of King’s College in Halifax. Sue has lived in the 
Northwest Territories and today resides in Grande Prairie, Alberta. 

Jennifer Faria is an illustrator, painter, and graphic designer who studied at 
Central Technical School and George Brown College in Toronto. She lives in 
Burlington, Ontario with her husband and three children. While illustrating 
the grandfather in Raven, Rabbit, Deer and its sequel, Finding Moose, Jennifer 
drew inspiration from her maternal great-uncle, of whom she has warm mem-
ories. Similar to the boy in these stories, the picture books have been a walk 
of discovery for Jennifer as she learns more about her cultural heritage as a 
member of the Chippewas of Rama First Nation.

Links: 
Lakeland PBS—“Ojibwemotaadidaa! Let’s Speak Ojibwe (To One Another)”
youtube.com/watch?v=XjUc2zAm-YA
Ojibwe.net
ojibwe.net/lessons 
The Old Farmer’s Almanac—“Animal Track Identification”
almanac.com/content/animal-track-identification 
Savvymom—“Books about Residential Schools for Kids of all Ages”
savvymom.ca/article/books-about-residential-schools-for-kids-of-all-ages

Pair this book with:
• Raven, Rabbit, Deer by Sue Farrell Holler and Jennifer Faria
• Owl Moon by Jane Yolen
• Other books that feature seasons and seasonal changes

Picture Book Ages 3–6 | ISBN: 978-1-77278-244-8 | Pages: 32
Themes
Indigenous culture, spring, animals
Reading Level
Lexile Reading Level: AD480L
BISAC Codes
JUV013030 JUVENILE FICTION / Family / Multigenerational
JUV030090 JUVENILE FICTION / People & Places / Canada / Indigenous
JUV011040 JUVENILE FICTION / People & Places / United States / Native American
JUV002290 JUVENILE FICTION / Animals / Deer, Moose & Caribou
JUV074000 JUVENILE FICTION / Diversity & Multicultural
JUV024000 JUVENILE FICTION / Lifestyles / Country Life

Curriculum Connections
Reading comprehension; Science: Daily and seasonal changes, Characteristics 
of living things; Social Studies: Culture; Language: Vocabulary

Sue Farrell Holler, illus. Jennifer Faria
Finding Moose



READING 
GUIDE

Finding Moose Sue Farrell Holler
illus. Jennifer Faria

Sue Farrell Holler, illus. Jennifer Faria
Finding Moose 2

Secondary font suggestion: Calvert MT STD Regular, and Calvert MT STD Light (40 tracking)
*Website tageline: Calvert MT STD Regular (200 tracking; 105% Veritcal s)

Activiy Main Subject Areas Specific Skills
Read-Aloud Comprehension Activate prior knowledge

Infer, predict, and make connections 

Self-Directed Science Science Student-led Inquiry
Learning Ojibwemowin Social Studies

Language
Culture
Vocabulary

The Changing Seasons Science Daily and Seasonal Changes
Footprints and Tooth Prints Science Characteristics of Living Things

Curriculum Connections:

The Read-Aloud

Learning expectations:
Students will:
• identify reading comprehension strategies (e.g. activate prior knowl-

edge, infer, predict, make connections) and use them before, during, 
and after reading to understand texts

You Will Need
• Finding Moose
• rose hip tea
• related picture books, including Raven, Rabbit, Deer by Sue Farrell 

Holler and Jennifer Faria; Owl Moon by Jane Yolen, and books about 
residential schools (see Links section to access a compilation)

How To:
Before Reading
Show the cover and read the title. Invite students to predict who the 
characters are, what is happening on the cover, and what might happen 
in the story. Read the front endpapers and encourage students to repeat 
the Ojibwemowin words. Read the dedication page. Ask if students know 
about the residential schools referred to in the illustrator’s dedication. 

During Reading
First Spread: Read in a quiet voice and invite students to repeat the 
“Shhh” when you have finished.
Second Spread: Read excitedly, to match the boy’s body language. Af-
terward, ask, “Is he being quiet?”
Third Spread: After reading, ask if people need water too.
Fourth Spread: After reading, invite students to repeat the Ojibwemowin 
word mooz and copy the boy in miming moose antlers.
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Fifth Spread: After reading, ask students what they think moose eat. Explain 
that we can tell that they eat grass and twigs because that’s what grandpa 
and the boy saw in the moose’s poop. Ask if students know what moose 
prints look like. 
Sixth Spread: After reading, ask students what season they think it could 
be. Encourage them to use all the clues they have seen: bare ground, frozen 
puddles, a few animals out and about, old grass, tiny purple flowers, bits of 
snow. Could it be early spring? 
Seventh Spread: After reading, ask: what did the moose eat for breakfast? 
How does the grandpa know?
Eighth Spread: Invite students to make the animal sounds described: drum-
ming with fingers to suggest a scurrying chipmunk’s footsteps, knocking on a 
desk with knuckles to imitate a woodpecker, honking like geese  
(youtube.com/watch?v=bd4M0rl4QfQ)
Ninth Spread:  If you have read Raven, Rabbit, Deer, compare this scene with 
a similar one (the fifth spread) in that book, which is set in winter.
Tenth Spread: After reading, ask, “How can Grandpa tell that this stick is 
from a beaver?” Invite students to repeat the Ojibwemowin word amik.
Eleventh Spread: After reading, invite students to repeat the Ojibwemowin 
word oginiig.
Twelfth Spread: After reading, invite students to repeat the Ojibwemowin 
word ziisigobimizhiig. 
Thirteenth Spread: Read in a hushed voice.
Fourteenth Spread: Before reading, pause to allow students to react to the 
illustration. Then ask, “Do they see the moose?” 
Last Page: Read with excitement and invite students to say the word.

After Reading
• Make and enjoy rose hip tea together. Cool to a safe temperature for 

children.
• Read Raven, Rabbit, Deer, also by Sue Farrell Holler and Jennifer Faria. 

Discuss similarities and differences between the two books.
• Read Owl Moon by Jane Yolen. Discuss similarities and differences be-

tween it and Finding Moose.
• Read the back cover flap of Finding Moose and discuss the last sentence 

there: “… the picture books have been a walk of discovery for Jennifer as 
she learns more about her cultural heritage as a member of the Chip-
pewas of Rama First Nation.” Explain to students that many Indigenous 
people are now seeking to relearn parts of their culture, after the normal 
flow of culture from one generation to the next was essentially severed 
by residential schools. Return to the illustrator’s dedication. Read one or 
more picture books on the topic of residential schools. Books for various 
age groups are described here:  
savvymom.ca/article/books-about-residential-schools-for-kids-of-all-ages
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Activity 1: Self-Directed Science
In this activity, teachers set up a display at the science table, using items 
mentioned in Finding Moose. Students are invited to explore the items inde-
pendently.

Learning expectations:
Students will:
• use the processes and skills of an inquiry stance (i.e., questioning, plan-

ning, predicting, observing, and communicating)
• demonstrate an awareness of the natural and built environment through 

hands-on investigations, observations, questions, and representations of 
their findings

• communicate their thoughts and feelings, and their theories and ideas, 
through various art forms

• demonstrate an understanding of the natural world and the need to care 
for and respect the environment

You Will Need
• Finding Moose
• drawing paper
• pencils and colored pencils
• stapler
• laminated photos of a chickadee, moose, 

goose, chipmunk, and woodpecker
• wildflowers in a vase
• a small branch with twigs
• a stick that has been chewed by a beaver
• rose hips
• pussy willows
• magnifying glasses
• a field guide to plants, ideally one that has 

drawings rather than photographs
• color for each student

How To:
1. Arrange the items attractively on a table.
2. Show students the field guide, explaining that scientists create these 

books so that others can learn about the plants. They look carefully at 
the objects before drawing them.

3. Invite students to explore the items you have arranged on the table.
4. Suggest that students may wish to draw and label the items, and per-

haps create their own field guide.
5. Use student interest to guide further inquiry into any of the displayed 

items. For example, students may be interested in studying chickadees 
or woodpeckers, then making and setting out seed or suet feeders for them.

Activity 2: Learning Ojibwemowin
Students will learn the names of some of the living things that have always lived 
on the North American continent, in a language of people who named them long 
before English speakers arrived.
Learning Expectations
Students will:
• identify some different groups in their community (e.g., various religious 

and ethnocultural groups) and describe some of the ways in which they 
contribute to diversity in Canada (e.g., different languages)

• identify some ways in which heritage is passed on (in this case, through 
language)

You Will Need
• Finding Moose
• Raven, Rabbit, Deer, also by Sue Farrell Holler and Jennifer Faria

How To:
1. Read the Ojibwemowin words on the endpapers and invite students to repeat 

them.
2. Invite an Indigenous elder to come to your classroom and teach the students 

a few words. If this is not possible, check out this video of children learning on 
Lakeland PBS: youtube.com/watch?v=XjUc2zAm-YA.  
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In addition, a series of lessons is available at Ojibwe.net: ojibwe.net/lessons 
and a reference text can be found in the Ontario curriculum “Native Languag-
es” resource guide: edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/curricul/ojibwe.pdf 

3. Make flashcards of Ojibwemowin words and picture cards to go with each 
of them. Invite students to play a game of matching the words to the corre-
sponding pictures.

Activity 3: The Changing Seasons

This is an ongoing project that can continue for the entire school year.
Learning Expectations
Students will:
• define a cycle as a circular sequence of events
• describe and compare the four seasons
• describe changes in the appearance or behavior of living things that are 

adaptations to seasonal changes
• describe how humans prepare for and/or respond to daily and seasonal 

changes

You Will Need
• Finding Moose
• Raven, Rabbit, Deer, also by Sue Farrell holler and Jennifer Faria
• other books that illustrate one or more of the four seasons, such as this 

4-book set by Deborah Kerbel and Miki Sato: Rainy Days, Sunny Days, 
Windy Days, and Snow Days; Birds on Wishbone Street by Suzanne del 
Rizzo (winter); Easter Morning, Easter Sun (spring) and Pumpkin Orange, 
Pumpkin Round (fall) by Rosanna Battigelli and Tara Anderson; and 
Outside, You Notice (summer) by Erin Alladin and Andrea Blinick

• a large bulletin board or blank wall
• various materials for conducting the activities chosen

How To:
1. At the beginning of the school year, create a permanent bulletin board 

display that depicts the year as a wheel, with the seasons (and perhaps the 
months) marked. Each quadrant will represent a season and you will create 
a collage of words and pictures on each quadrant, adding items through-
out the year. Decide whether you will define the seasons based on the 
calendar or the weather, or both, depending on the developmental stage 
of the students. A northern-hemisphere board might begin like this:

2. If your school year begins and ends with a sliver of summer, you might 
begin with that season. You could invite students to bring a summer 
photo from home, or draw a summer activity. Move into fall on the Equi-
nox, or when the weather begins to feel like Fall. Complete the summer 
section at the end of the school year, just before summer break. For 
each season, engage students in activities like the following:
a. Read a picture book about the season (including Finding Moose and 

other books on the above list).
b. Discuss clothing and activities appropriate to the season and have 

students draw or paint themselves suitably dressed and engaged in 
seasonal activities.
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c. Take photos of students playing at recess, to further capture seasonal 
clothing and activities.

d. Do weather experiments.
e. Record daily temperature and weather.
f. Go on a nature hike in every season. Observe the appearance and 

behavior of living things and document your walk with photos.
g. Celebrate holidays that occur in each season, including food and 

special events.
h. Learn about each solstice and equinox as it arrives.

3. Decorate each season’s bulletin-board quadrant with souvenirs of your 
activities: covers of books read, photos, student work, drawings, found 
objects, weather data, etc. Midway through fall, your board might look 
like this:

4.    Continue to celebrate the seasons and add items throughout the 
school year.

 

Activity 4: Footprints and Tooth Prints

Students will hone their observation skills in this fun activity.

Learning Expectations
Students will:
• investigate and compare the physical characteristics of a variety of plants 

and animals, including humans
• investigate characteristics of parts of the human body
• describe how the things plants and animals use to meet their needs are 

changed by their use and are returned to the environment in different 
forms 

You Will Need
• Finding Moose
• tempera paint 
• art paper
• apple slices
• digital camera or phone
• a natural environment to explore

How To:
1. Return to the fifth, seventh, eighth, and tenth spreads. Notice all the 

references to footprints and tooth marks and beak marks. Briefly discuss 
what might be learned by examining these marks.

2. Have students make bare footprints by stepping into tempera paint and 
then onto paper. 

3. Have students make tooth imprints by biting into a slice of apple like the 
boy in the book did. Take photos of all the bitten apple slices and display 
them in a collage. Observe the differences. Can you tell which bite is 
missing a tooth based on the marks?

4. Take students outside and have them make shoe prints or boot prints 
in sand or snow. Observe the differences and try to guess who made 
each print.
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This guide was created with 
support from Ontario Creates

5. Research the footprints of different animals local to your area, so you 
can recognize them when you go on a hike. Check out the Old Farmer’s 
Almanac “Animal Track Identification” guide:   
almanac.com/content/animal-track-identification.

6. Take students on a hike, in as natural an environment as available. Look 
for animal footprints, tooth marks, and beak marks. Perhaps you will be 
lucky and see the numerous tiny holes in a tree trunk made by a small 
woodpecker (a downy or a hairy), or the large hollow in a trunk, next to 
a pile of wood chips, made by a large pileated woodpecker. If you see 
leaves with apparent bite-marks, look around for the insect that might 
be lunching there. On twigs and branches, you might see the tooth 
marks of a rabbit, a deer, or a beaver. Patches of missing bark can also be 
a sign of someone’s lunch. Take photos of everything, to guide later re-
search. While on the hike, encourage students to be very quiet and listen 
for the sounds of nearby animals as well.

7. Learn about ways in which people use footprints and tooth marks (e.g. in 
dentistry and podiatry).


