
 

  

January 24, 2022 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Pajama Press Proudly Announces that A Sky-Blue Bench 
has been chosen as a 2022 ALA Schneider Family Book 

Award Honor Winner for Young Children 
 

Pajama Press is honoured to announce that A Sky-Blue 
Bench by Bahram Rahman and Peggy Collins is an 
Honor Winner for the 2022 ALA Schneider Family Book 
Award in the Young Children category. 

In A Sky-Blue Bench, Bahram Rahman, author of the award-winning The 
Library Bus, returns again to his homeland, Afghanistan, to reveal the 
resilience and resolve of young children—especially young girls—who 
face barriers to education. Being back at school is especially challenging 
for young amputee Aria, whose new prosthesis makes sitting on the hard 
classroom floor much too painful to learn. As Aria sets out to build herself 
a bench to succeed at school, illustrator Peggy Collins imbues her with an 

infectious spunkiness and grit that make her relatable even to readers with a very different school 
experience.  

A Sky-Blue Bench earned a starred review from Kirkus Reviews, was listed as a “Kirkus Best Book of 
2021” and was included in reading lists by several publications including The New York Times, Foreword 
Reviews and Quill & Quire. Bahram’s first picture book, The Library Bus, was winner of the 2021 Middle 
East Book Award, a finalist for the 2021 Governor General’s Literary Award, a nominee for the OLA 
Forest of Reading Blue Spruce Award, a finalist for the Florida Literacy Association Children’s Book 
Award, and a Highly Commended book for the South Asian Book Awards. 

Established in 2003, The Schneider Family Book Award is an American Library Association Award that 
honours an author or illustrator for a book that embodies an artistic expression of the disability experience for 
child and adolescent audiences. Books are judged on the authenticity of their portrayal, avoiding exaggeration 
or stereotypes and displaying the emotional, mental, or physical disability as part of a full life.  

We are grateful for the generous support of our publishing program from the Canada Council for the Arts, the 
Canada Book Fund, the Ontario Arts Council, and Ontario Creates. 

For further information, or to request an interview with Bahram Rahman or Peggy Collins, please contact: 

Gail Winskill, Publisher                      Dagmawit Dejene, Marketing  
gailwinskill@pajamapress.ca                  dagmawitdejene@pajamapress.ca  

978-1-77278-222-6 


