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Story Summary 

Easter morning, Easter sun,
Easter breakfast, Easter bun.

What would Easter be without family 
traditions like hot cross buns for break-
fast, a gleeful egg hunt, and a special 
dinner with loved ones? In infectious 
rhyme, a family of cats celebrates the 

holiday with feline fun. The festive bonnets are out, the meadow 
is alive with spring, and even a tumble and an emptied basket can’t 
dampen the joy this family of charming cats share.

From the creators of Pumpkin Orange, Pumpkin Round, this buoy-
ant picture book is perfect for read-alouds and lap sharing. An 
egg-decorating activity on the endpapers will add extra fun for 
little hands. With Rosanna Battigelli’s bouncing rhyme and Tara An-
derson’s cozy art, Easter Morning, Easter Sun is sure to become a 
tradition of its very own.

Rosanna Battigelli was born in Calabria, Italy and immigrated to 
Sudbury, Ontario, Canada, where she still resides. She is a former 
award-winning teacher and an alumna of the Humber School for 
Writers. Her work has been published in seventeen anthologies and 
she has read at conferences and literary festivals in Sudbury, Toronto, 
Montreal, Vancouver, New York City, and in Italy. Rosanna has received 
international awards and acclaim across several genres. Her first pic-
ture book was the adorably festive Pumpkin Orange, Pumpkin Round.

A folk artist and award-winning illustrator who trained at the On-
tario College of Art and Design, Tara Anderson is known for her 
lively and humorous illustrations of animals. Her books include That 
Stripy Cat, Rhino Rumpus, and the award-winning Nat the Cat Can 
Sleep Like That. Tara shares a farmhouse in Tweed, Ontario, with her 
husband, her young daughter, and several cats.

Links: 
Earth’s Rotation and Revolution:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l64YwNl1wr0

Inquiring Minds: Mrs. Myers’ Kindergarten:
http://mrsmyerskindergarten.blogspot.com/

Pair this book with: 
Good Day, Good Night by Margaret Wise Brown

Pumpkin Orange, Pumpkin Round by Rosanna Battigelli, illus. Tara Anderson

Illustrated Book Ages 3–6 | ISBN: 978-1-77278-177-9 | Pages: 24
Themes

Traditions and Celebrations, Easter

BISAC Codes

JUV017020 JUVENILE FICTION / Holidays & Celebrations / Easter & Lent
JUV002050 JUVENILE FICTION / Animals / Cats
JUV057000 JUVENILE FICTION / Stories in Verse

Reading LeveL 
Lexile Measure: NP

CuRRiCuLum ConneCTions

Comprehension—read-aloud, infer, predict, make connections
Visual arts—cutting, gluing, drawing, painting
Science—daily and seasonal changes, the needs of living things
Health—nutrition
Social studies—traditions & celebrations
Mathematics—counting, addition, pre-division
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aCTiviy main suBjeCT aReas speCifiC skiLLs

Read-Aloud Comprehension Activate prior knowledge
Responding to oral texts
Making connections

Easter Crafts Visual Arts Cutting, gluing, drawing, painting 
 

Our Turning World 
 

Science Daily and seasonal changes

Inclusive Cooking Health
Science

Nutrition
The needs of living things 

Easter Celebration Social Studies Traditions & celebrations

How Many Eggs? Mathematics Counting, adding, pre-division 
 

CuRRiCuLum ConneCTions:

The Read-aLoud

Easter Morning, Easter Sun is an excellent book to launch an Easter unit.

Learning expectations:
Students will:
• use reading comprehension strategies (e.g. infer, predict, make con-

nections) and use them before, during, and after reading to under-
stand texts

• use reading behaviors to make sense of familiar and unfamiliar texts 
in print (e.g., use pictures; use knowledge of oral language structures 
and a few high-frequency words) 
 

You Will Need
• Easter Morning, Easter Sun

How To:
Before Reading
Show the cover and read the title, author, and illustrator. Invite students to 
predict what the book might be about, and who the characters might be. 
Ask if they remember any other books you’ve read by this author or illus-
trator. If you have read Pumpkin Orange, Pumpkin Round by the same duo, the 
rhythm of this text will sound familiar to them.
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During Reading
This book lends itself to reading straight through, with a minimum of discussion 
and lots of expression. Point to items in the pictures that are mentioned in the 
text, and pause briefly on each page to allow students to take in all the details of 
the illustrations. On the “Easter hunting” page, you might ask students what the 
cats are hunting for. It’s an easy question, but will ignite students’ inferring skills 
for later use. For example, on the “Easter helping” page, invite students to infer 
what has happened on the previous page and what is happening in the current 
illustration. A few pages later, after reading the “Easter frosting, Easter cake” page, 
don’t turn the page all the way. Instead, peek at the words yourself, read “Easter 
knocking, Easter guest,” and ask students, “I wonder who that could be?” Then 
reveal the spread to the children (so they can check their prediction) and read 
the rest of the page with as much excitement as the kitties are showing. Read 
the remaining pages.

After Reading
• On a subsequent reading, pause before the last (rhyming) word on each 

page and invite students to chime in.

• Demonstrate how a child who does not yet read independently (but can do 
one-to-one matching) can read this book cooperatively with an adult or older 
child. Have a child sit next to you in front of the class. Hold the book so that 
both the class and the selected child can see it. Ask the child to point to the 
words as he/she reads. The child should be able to read the word “Easter” 
every time it appears, and predict the last word on most pages because it 
rhymes. The adult supplies the other words as needed. On most pages, this 
might be three words. Some pages are more predictable and the child may 
be able to do more. If possible, arrange for each student to read the book 
cooperatively one-on-one with an adult volunteer. Be sure the volunteer 
understands that the child is not expected to sound out any words. The goal is 
for the child to point to the words and to gain confidence in being able to say 
some of them. For children who are not able to point to the words, this can 
still be a fun and valuable experience just reciting the book cooperatively.

• Invite students to respond, prompting as needed. “Will you celebrate 
Easter?” “What traditions does your celebration include?”

• Invite students to retell in their own words the narrative that is depicted 
in the illustrations. 

• Build rhyming word families using some of the rhyming words from the 
book (e.g. sun, hats, seek, care, race, bake, guest). Set up a rhyming word 
center using magnetic letters where students can make rhyming word 
pairs independently.

aCTiviTy 1: easTeR CRafTs

These fun crafts can be part of your preparations for a big Easter celebration.

Learning expectations:
Students will:
• create two-dimensional and three-dimensional works of art that express 

feelings and ideas inspired by personal experiences 

You Will Need
• watercolor paints, brushes, paper, (eye dropper optional)
• paper plates, ribbons, decorative craft items
• hard-boiled eggs, newspaper, hot water, small bowls, vinegar, food color-

ing, spoon, empty egg carton, (clock or timer optional)
• empty plastic pint berry baskets, yarn scraps, plastic darning needles, 

shredded paper
• potato, paring knife, tempera paints, brushes, art paper, (cellulose sponges, 

novelty erasers, found objects optional)

How To:
1. Examine the endpapers in Easter Morning, Easter Sun and invite students 

to suggest how the marbled pastels might have been created. Using stu-
dents’ suggestions or the ones given here, invite students to create their 
own marbled pastel paper. Here are two options, inspired by the blog of 
kindergarten teacher Darla Myers: 
http://mrsmyerskindergarten.blogspot.com/ 
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Option 1: Set out watercolors, containers of water, brushes, and paper. 
Allow students to experiment with dropping water and paints from a brush 
or eye dropper and observing how they mingle together on the paper. 
Option 2: Set out paper, egg templates (e.g. cut from cereal boxes) in 
various sizes, and spray bottles of diluted watercolors. Invite students to 
arrange egg templates on their paper and then spray diluted paint, using 
various colors in different areas of the paper, overlapping the colors as 
they wish, and removing the templates when they are finished.

2. Easter Bonnets: Decorate paper plates with ribbons and fun craft 
items, using illustrations from Easter Morning, Easter Sun as inspiration.

3. Dyed Eggs: Use the how-to on the back endpapers of Easter Morning, 
Easter Sun to guide your egg dying. Turn it into a science experiment by 
varying the amount of food coloring used, or the time the egg spends 
in the dye, and observing the effect on color intensity. 

4. Woven Baskets: Have students use yarn and child-safe plastic needles to 
weave colorful patterns on plastic pint berry baskets. Fill them with shred-
ded paper and add some dyed eggs from the above activity for an Easter 
gift for students’ caregivers. Wrap them in the marbled paper from Step 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Print Making: Cut a potato in half lengthwise. Carve it with a paring knife 
to make decorative raised stripes, some straight and some wavy or scalloped. 

Have students apply different colored paint to each stripe using a brush and 
then press the potato onto their art paper. The result should resemble a 
decorated egg, especially if you find an egg-shaped potato! Other stamps can 
be made from cellulose sponges cut into egg shapes, novelty erasers, and found 
objects. Challenge students to think of their own ideas for print making.

6. Hundreds of additional ideas can be found online by searching “kin-
dergarten Easter crafts.” Use them to decorate your space in the days 
leading up to your celebration.

aCTiviTy 2: ouR TuRning WoRLd

Help students gain an appreciation for the two most important necessities of life.

Learning Expectations
Students will:
• investigate the changes in the amount of light from the sun that occur 

throughout the day and year
• define a cycle as a circular sequence of events
• describe changes in the amount of heat and light from the sun that occur 

throughout the day and the seasons
• describe how humans prepare for and/or respond to daily and seasonal changes

You Will Need
• Easter Morning, Easter Sun
• display board (e.g. chalkboard, whiteboard, or interactive)
• small humanoid toy figure (e.g. dollhouse doll)
• globe
• bright lamp, lantern, or flashlight
• YouTube—Earth’s Rotation & Revolution: Crash Course Kids 8.1: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l64YwNl1wr0
• Daily Cycle blackline master, one copy per student
• cat-shaped cut-out 
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How To:
1. Create a diagram like this one on your display board (don’t add the x; it’s for 

reference here): 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Hold the small human figure near the x and explain that this spot represents 
the beginning of a day and as a person moves through the day (move the 
figure around the circle), the diagram can represent what they are doing. Read 
the words “day” and “night” aloud if students are non-readers. As you bring 
the figure around to the “night” section, ask, “What might the person be doing 
at this time of day?” (sleeping) Go around the circle again, inviting students to 
tell various activities the person might be doing at different times of the day.

3. Replace the figure with a cut-out in the shape of a cat. Open Easter Morn-
ing, Easter Sun and challenge students to look for indications in the story 
of where the cat is on your diagram. For example, the first spread includes 
the words morning and sun. Invite a student to hold the cat just above the 
x while you add the word morning to the diagram. Invite a student to 
draw a sun. As you read through the book, continue to add more time-
of-day words to the diagram as indicated below. What other items would 
your students like to add? Sunrise? Playtime? Lunch or supper? The moon? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Invite students to move the cat cut-out around the circle while describ-
ing the cat’s daily activities.

5. Introduce the word “cycle” as a circular sequence of events. Have stu-
dents move the figurine around the circle while describing their own 
daily cycle. Give students each a blank diagram on which to draw and/or 
write their own daily cycle. 

6. View a video describing the earth’s rotation and revolution, such as this one:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l64YwNl1wr0

7. Use a lamp and globe to demonstrate the rotation of the earth in the 
classroom. Turning out the lights might help this demonstration.

8. At another time, do a similar activity using the yearly cycle of seasons. Begin 
by finding or recalling the season mentioned in Easter Morning, Easter Sun. Ask 
students what season comes before and after spring, and then which season 
is missing. Complete the cycle by listing or illustrating activities and weather 
features relating to each season, and how people prepare for/respond to each. 

aCTiviTy 3: inCLusive Cooking

Learning Expectations
Students will:
• apply their knowledge of essential safety practices to take an active role 

in their own safety at school (e.g., inform teacher of allergies, be aware 
of food safety issues)

• identify common food allergies and sensitivities (e.g., to peanuts, tree nuts, 
milk, eggs, fish) and the reactions they might cause (e.g., swelling, skin rash, 
difficulty breathing, abdominal cramps, vomiting, diarrhea, coma, death)

• demonstrate an understanding of how to make healthy food choices for 
meals and snacks, considering the factors they can and cannot control 
(e.g., allergies; food guidelines associated with medical conditions such as 
diabetes or celiac disease) 

 

Daily Cycle 

Day

Night

X

 

Daily Cycle 

Day

Night

breakfast

morning

bedtime

dinner

sunset
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You Will Need
• Easter Morning, Easter Sun
• information about your students’ food restrictions
• ingredients and food preparation equipment
• festive tableware 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How To:
1. Open Easter Morning, Easter Sun to the tenth spread and invite students 

to examine the illustration. Ask them what is on the menu (It appears to 
be fish pie and carrot pie). Review what students know about the respec-
tive diets of cats and rabbits. If they don’t know, do some research. Once 

students understand that cats are carnivores and rabbits are herbivores, 
continue the discussion. Ask, “Why would cats serve carrot pie for Easter 
Dinner if it’s not something they normally eat?” Elicit the idea of showing 
respect for your guests by serving them the kind of food they are able to 
eat. What else in the illustration conveys the idea of respect and accep-
tance? (One kitty is wearing bunny ears. The Bunny looks grateful to have 
been served his favorite dish and the cats looks pleased that he is happy.) 

2. Discuss reasons different people have different diets, including religion, 
health, and personal conviction, and how a host might avoid problems at 
the dinner table (e.g. by asking in advance if their guests have any dietary 
restrictions). Through discussion, ensure students have an awareness of 
the sorts of foods that might be off-limits for some people (e.g. nuts, 
meat, gluten, dairy, salt, sugar, etc.)

3. Invite students to share how their family makes sure they include everyone 
in special family dinners, if some people are vegan or diabetic, for example.

4. Have students share privately with you any food restrictions they have (in 
writing or a private chat) and verify/add to these through caregivers or school 
records. With permission, invite students who so wish, to share their food 
restrictions. It’s especially important for students to know which of their peers 
have life-threatening allergies. Make a list of these restrictions and add to it any 
food for which there is a school-wide ban (e.g. nuts, peanuts).

5. Make a list of all the foods shown in Easter Morning, Easter Sun. Select 
some that do not contain any restricted ingredients, and prepare them 
as a class. If none of the featured foods are safe for everyone, speak 
privately to the students with restrictions (or their caregivers) and find 
out what kinds of foods they normally eat. From this, make a list of foods 
that everyone can eat. If there is no common ground at all, at least en-
sure that there will be equally appealing foods for everyone.

6. Prepare the foods selected and serve them like a feast, with fancy table-
ware. Even if it is a simple feast of fruit kabobs and rice crackers (for ex-
ample), it will have great value in that everyone will be included equally. 
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aCTiviTy 4: easTeR CeLeBRaTion

Your study of Easter can culminate with a grand celebration like this one.

Learning Expectations
Students will:
• compare their family’s structure and some of their traditions and celebra-

tions with those of their peers’ families
• describe some significant traditions and celebrations of their families, their 

peers, and their own communities, as well as of some other communities

You Will Need
• Easter Morning, Easter Sun
• chart paper and markers or display board 
• materials specific to the activities you choose

How To:
1. Reread Easter Morning, Easter Sun with students, inviting them to signal every 

time you come to something that could be part of an Easter celebration. Write 
these things on a chart. Your list might include hot cross buns, bonnets, special 
flowers, Easter Egg Hunt, races, face painting, special foods, special guests.

2. Invite students to share special parts of their own Easter celebrations 
with their families and add those to the list. 

3. Ask, “If we were to have an Easter celebration at school, which of these things 
could we include?” Check off the items that could be incorporated at school. 
Keep in mind the “Inclusive Cooking” considerations from the previous activi-
ty. Then add to the list other suggestions that you and the students would like 
to introduce as part of your Easter celebration. If school is virtual, be creative 
in coming up with activities students can participate in from home. This could 
include having students decorate a simple egg outline drawn on paper, using 
art materials and found objects from their home, then sharing them with one 
another. Students could also be encouraged to make an “Easter Egg Hunt” for 
a sibling or caregiver by hiding small objects around their house.

4. Plan your special celebration, perhaps for the last day of class before Easter, 
or the day school resumes afterwards. Your plan could include making some 
of the crafts from Activity 1, dressing up in home-made Easter bonnets, out-
door races, face painting, an Easter egg hunt and a feast. Send out invitations 
if you plan to have guests. 

5. If you have a small group of children, the Easter egg hunt can consist of a 
series of hidden clues, each pointing to the next hiding spot with pic-
tures or words. The first clue is handed to the children and they follow 
the clues until they come to the final hiding spot, where they find the 
biggest treasure. The treasures need not be candy – they can be small 
toys or school supplies. For a math extension, see Activity 5.

6. Enjoy your special day and take lots of pictures! Display them with 
captions mimicking the pattern of Easter Morning, Easter Sun (e.g. Easter 
treasures, Easter crafts, Easter eating, Easter laughs”). 

aCTiviTy 5: hoW many eggs?
Work a little math into your celebration!

Learning Expectations
Students will:
• compose and decompose whole numbers, using a variety of tools and strat-

egies, in various contexts

You Will Need
• Easter Morning, Easter Sun
• rabbit-shaped erasers
• a large number of small items (e.g. the treasures the children found 

during the Easter egg hunt)
• counters
• addition worksheets that you would normally use
• Easter Hopping sheet (see below)
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This guide was created with 
support from Ontario Creates

How To:
1. Pre-division activity: Reread the sixth page of Easter Morning, Easter Sun 

and draw attention to the idea of sharing. Divide students into four or five 
groups. Produce a collection of rabbit-shaped erasers that divides equally 
among the number of groups. Collectively problem-solve how to divide the 
erasers among the groups so that each group gets the same number. Sum up 
by stating something like, “15 erasers divided by 5 groups equals 3 erasers 
for each group.” If you have a class size that does not divide evenly by 3,4,5 
or 6, you will have groups with different numbers of students in them, so 
the group will either have too few or too many erasers for the number 
of students. You can solve this by posing a “how many more” problem. Ask 
students how many people are in their group, how many erasers they have 
and how many more they need if everyone wants an eraser (or how many 
leftovers they have). Provide more erasers so that each student has one.

2. From the Easter egg hunt, provide each group with the number of 
treasures they would need to ensure everyone ends up with the same 
number (a number you have pre-determined). Invite groups to repeat 
the division activity in their group to distribute the treasures equally. Go 
around to each group and help them articulate a statement like: “8 pack-
ets of jellybeans divided by 4 kids equals 2 packets each.”

3. Allow students to use the treasures from the above activity as counters 
for a typical addition worksheet, or follow step 4 instead.

4. Print the “Easter Hopping” sheet in color onto cardstock. Cut it into 
strips to make 4 number lines. Demonstrate how a rabbit-shaped eraser 
can hop over 1, 2, or even more eggs at a time, to land on a number. Tell 
some number stories using these props. e.g. “If the bunny hops over 3 
eggs and then hops over 2 eggs, how many eggs has the bunny hopped 
over altogether?” Show a typical addition sheet and demonstrate how to 
use the Easter Hopping strip as a number line to help solve the ques-
tions. Give each student a strip and an addition sheet. Have them use 
their rabbit erasers from step 1 to dramatize and solve the questions.
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