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Story Summary
Forty years after a devastating flood changed the face of the earth, new
consequences and challenges are still surfacing.

Twins Will and Annalie thought the hardest part about this year was going to be
their separation when bookish Annalie began life at a prestigious Admiralty-run
boarding school and avid sailor Will stayed behind in the flood-damaged slums.
But that was before the Admiralty raided their father’s workshop. Before they
sent a questioner to threaten Annalie at school. Before their father disappeared,
leaving a single coded clue to his destination. Desperate for answers and to find
their father, the twins set out in the family’s small sailboat. But though they are
both experienced sailors, they have no idea what dangers the sea has in store.

Mardi McConnochie’s novels for young readers include the Green Earth Book Award-winning
The Flooded Earth, The Castle in the Sea, The Skeleton Coast, and Melissa, Queen of Evil, which won
an Aurealis Award, Australia’s premiere award for speculative fiction. She is also the author of
four adult novels: Coldwater, which was shortlisted for the Commonwealth Writer’s Prize First
Novel Award (Pacific region), The Snow Queen, Fivestar, and The Voyagers. Mardi’s TV scriptwriting
credits include ‘Home and Away,’ ‘McLeod’s Daughters,’ ‘Always Greener,’ and ‘Pacific Drive.’ She
lives in Sydney, Australia, with her partner, author James Bradley, and their two daughters.
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Dear Teacher,
Hello and thank you for bringing The Flooded Earth into your classroom. Before I started working on this teacher’s guide, I read the novel to my own children, ages 10 and 13. Every evening before bedtime they would beg
me to read “just one more chapter.” This book kept us all on the edge of our seats and allowed for many great
family discussions.
The teacher’s guide has a flexible schedule. Each section (Before, During, and After Reading) offers questions
that can be used for whole-class discussions, for small group (literature circle) discussions, or for reading responses. The questions are open ended to allow you and your students to consider a variety of viewpoints. The
Flooded Earth connects beautifully with an inquiry into climate change, global warming, refugee crises, and poverty. I invite you to use the activities and questions with your students as they fit with your teaching.
—Dana Jordan, Teacher Librarian

Highlighted Curriculum Expectations: Ontario Ministry of Education Language Arts Curriculum K–8
Oral Communication
• 2.4 Demonstrating Understanding
• 1.5 Making Inferences/Interpreting Texts
• 1.6 Extending Understanding
Reading: Reading for Meaning
• 1.4 Demonstrating Understanding
• 1.5 Making Inferences/Interpreting Texts
• 1.6 Extending Understanding
• 1.7 Analyzing Texts
• 1.8 Responding and Evaluating Texts
Reading: Understanding Form and Style
• 2.1 Text Forms
Online Resources
• NASA Climate Kids:
https://climatekids.nasa.gov/climate-change-meaning
• Create a Secret Message; Bring Books to Life printable worksheet:
http://www.worksheeto.com/postpic/2015/12/printable-secret-code-worksheets_203554.jpg
• Conflict in Literature:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rM5cp_YL77k
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Before Reading
1. What is climate fiction (cli-fi)? Why might climate fiction be needed? Can anyone connect to another book
or movie with a cli-fi theme?

2. The story takes place 40 years after a devastating flood
that changed the Earth forever. In the real world, climate
change is causing rising sea levels and is threatening
low-lying regions.Together, look at NASA Climate Kids
and learn more about climate change and its effects on
sea level.What do we know already? How can we help?
3. Visit http://www.natgen.org/green-earth-book-awards/
to learn about the Green Earth Book Award, which
was awarded to The Flooded Earth, and about the importance of environmental stewardship.
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“If you wanted to go to university, you had to pay for
your education by spending the same number of years
in the Admiralty” (p. 27). What are your thoughts on
this rule? Do you approve or disapprove of it?
6. Essie and Annalie and two very different 12-year-old
girls, yet they have begun a beautiful friendship. What
qualities make Essie a good friend? How do the two
girls complement one another?
Chapters 7–20
7. Will wants to find Spinner, but his father is against
the idea. Do you think Will should have ignored his
father’s request? Why or why not?
8. Take a look at this picture of a sailboat. Compare the
picture to the description given of the Sunfish.

During Reading

Chapters 1–6
1. The first chapter starts off with a bang! What do we
know about the characters Will and Spinner so far?
What is the problem?
2. “A shell was a small handheld communication device”
(p. 5). Draw a picture of what you think the shell looks
like. Label its functions.
3. In the second chapter we learn a lot about what the
earth looks like after the flood. Mardi McConnochie
does a wonderful job of creating imagery, that is, using
vivid and descriptive language to deepen the reader’s
understanding of what life is like post flood. Create a
map of this new world.
4. Will and Annalie are twins but they have very different characteristics. Make a Venn diagram to record
similarities and differences between Will and Annalie.
Keep coming back to it and add more examples as the
story unfolds.
5. After the flood, the Admirality took control and
became the ruling government in much of the world.
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Source: Robert Perry (yacht designer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Perry_(yacht_designer)
9. The theme of racism flows throughout the story. How
do we as the reader infer that racism is happening at
Triumph? Can you think of examples of racism experienced by Annalie?
10. Essie came from a privileged upbringing and hasn’t
experienced poverty until being in Lowtown. The
following quote comes from Annalie and Essie’s trip
through a moderately poor area of Port Fine on the
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way to Lowtown: “People do go on about the slums,
Essie thought, feeling rather superior, but they’re really
not that bad”. (p. 71) Explain why Essie might have
thought that. What does this tell us about Essie?
11. Essie and Annalie have very different views of the
Admirality. Create a T-chart showing their differing
views. Why might Essie have a positive connection
to the Admirality as opposed to a negative view like
Annalie’s?
Chapters 20–End
12. The Sunfish is free, and Will is at the helm. The children quickly realize they do not have supplies. What
important items do you think they need on their
voyage of the Moon Islands?
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18. The Collodius Process caused the flood but was
originally a scientific solution to fix climate change.
Read this article on climate change in Canada:
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/apr/02/
canada-climate-change-warming-twice-as-fast-report
What impact does climate change have our way of life
now?
19. Spinner is “a conscientious objector. He did something
that he believed was right, for the greater good of
humanity”. Do you see Spinner as a thief or a hero?
Explain.

13. Annalie, Essie and Will find a hidden message on the
boat. Crack the code on the Secret Message worksheet linked to on page 2 and then create your own
hidden message to share with a friend.
14. As the adventure continues, Will, Annalie, and Essie
encounter pirates! Why do you think the pirates gave
up and didn’t pursue the Sunfish?
15. In the chapter called “The Boy” we meet Pod, who
shares his experience as a slave. The children want to
help Pod ‘resettle’ in a refugee camp. Why is Pod considered a refugee? What is the definition of a refugee?
16. On page 186 we learn about a floating village in
between two islands. Take a look at this video of a
floating soccer field in Thailand:
https://youtu.be/jU4oA3kkAWU
What would be the benefits and disadvantages of
living on a floating village?
17. The chapter “Holed” has the Sunfish taking on water
and sinking. Annalie must figure out how to save the
ship by using supplies on the boat. How would you
fix the hole? What supplies would you use?
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After Reading/Extension Activities
20. Watch this video on Conflict in Literature:
https://youtu.be/rM5cp_YL77k

All books include conflict. The struggle may be between
the character and other people (character vs. character), nature (character vs. nature), or society as a whole
(character vs. society). Choose a character and give
examples of the three types of conflict that character
has experienced so far in the story. If your school uses
Padlet, share your thoughts there:
www.padlet.com
21. Imagine Annalie kept a diary of the most important
events and of her feelings during her time on the Sunfish. Write a summary of the story told from Annalie’s
perspective.
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22. Words can paint a picture. Write a paragraph to describe this novel to someone who has never read it.
Be sure to include strong verbs, nouns, and adjectives.
23. Research a climate-change issue our world is facing
today. Create your own infographic, poster, or video
informing others of the issue and how they can be
changemakers.
24. Re-design The Sunfish to tackle the Moon Islands in
Annalie, Will, Essie, and Pod’s next adventure. Be as
creative and inventive as you want! (fancy gadgets,
submarine launcher, landing strip). Have fun creating!
25. Research some of the youth fighting climate change
around the world today:
•
•
•
•

Greta Thunberg
Autumn Peltier
Bruno Rodriguez
Isra Hirsi

Learn more about one of these youth activists (or
another activist of your choice). How might you promote their cause? Who would you nominate for the
Youth Climate Award?
Other Books in the Flooded Earth Trilogy:

ISBN: 978-1-77278-083-3

ISBN: 978-1-77278-099-4

This guide was created with
support from Ontario Creates
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