
Story Summary

Teddy, a tiny stuffed bear, travels 
in the pocket of nurse Aileen 
Rogers’ uniform as they meet 
Guest Children who have been 
evacuated from Britain during 
World War II. When two children, 
Grace and William, seem espe-
cially lonely and frightened, Teddy 
stays with them as they journey 
by train across the country and 
spend five years on a host family’s 
farm. When the war is over at 
last, the children—and Teddy—
are all able to go home again.
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true hiStory

Aileen Rogers is the great-aunt of co-author Stephanie Innes. As a ten-year-
old girl she mailed her teddy bear to her father, a medic serving on the front 
lines of World War I. When he was killed in action, Teddy was found in his 
uniform pocket and returned home to Aileen.

In 2002 the family found Teddy, along with hundreds of wartime letters, 
stored in a briefcase. They offered them to the Canadian War Museum, 
which accepted them eagerly. As a result, Teddy’s story appeared in a national 
newspaper. Author Harry Endrulat, intrigued, approached Innes about writing 
the story for children. The two collaborated on the text for the non-fiction 
picture book A Bear in War.

Bear on the Homefront is a fictionalized account of Aileen Rogers’ real expe-
rience as a nurse during World War II. With one leg weakened by polio in 
childhood, she was unable to serve overseas. However, she did contribute to 
the war effort by escorting British Guest Children by train to host families 
across Canada. She kept a journal during this time, from which Innes and 
Endrulat drew many of the experiences detailed in Bear on the Homefront. 
Other facts came from extensive archival research. 

other reSourceS aBout GueSt children

Online
• Interactive lesson with animations and archival images, Canada Science 

and Technology Museum website www.images.technomuses.ca/?en/
guest_children/child/intro

• Nova Scotia Archives—Photo: British Evacuee Children http://novasco-
tia.ca/archives/virtual/EastCoastPort/archives.asp?ID=1079&Language=

• Nova Scotia Archives—Photo: British Evacuee Children Arriving in 
Halifax, 1941 http://novascotia.ca/archives/virtual/Halifax/archives.
asp?ID=97

• Nova Scotia Archives—Text: An East Coast Port: Halifax in Wartime, 
1939–1945 http://novascotia.ca/archives/virtual/EastCoastPort/archives.
asp?ID=1080&Page=200906827 

Books
• Dear Canada: Exiles from the War: The War Guests Diary of Charlotte Mary 

Twiss by Jean Little (Scholastic Canada, 2010) —Juvenile fiction 

• The Guests of War Trilogy by Kit Pearson (Puffin Canada, 1998)—Juve-
nile fiction 

• The Guest Children: The Story of the British child evacuees sent to Canada 
During WWII by Geoffrey Bilson (Fifth House, 1988)—Adult non-fiction 



Before readinG

Let your students look at the illustrations without reading the text. Ask 
them to make up a story based on the information they can find in the 
pictures. 

Discuss:
• What is the longest trip you have ever taken without your parents? 

How did you get there? Who traveled with you?

• How do you think it would feel to go to a far-away country to live with 
strangers?

• If you were scared and lonely, what would make you feel better?

after readinG

Discuss:
• Why did Grace and William’s parents decide to send them across the 

ocean?

• Do you think it was an easy decision or a hard one? How do you think 
they felt?

• How was Teddy a good friend to Grace and William?

• How can we be good friends to people who are lonely or scared?

activitieS 
• Allow your students to bring a stuffed toy to school for a day. Have 

them write a story about the day from that toy’s perspective.

• Look for words in the text that describe feelings. Make a list of these 
words and add any others your students can think of. Choose scenes 
from the book and ask your students to pick a word that describes the 
feelings a character might have in each scene. Extend this into an art 
activity by having the students draw faces expressing each emotion, or 
into a drama activity by having them act out each emotion.

• Using age-appropriate language, explain that there are still children 
being affected by wars today. You might choose to mark conflict zones 
on a map or a globe and talk a little about the countries or groups in-
volved. Make “wishing marbles” by handing out circles of paper with the 
words “I wish that” written inside. Help the students complete the sen-
tence with their own wishes for the end of one or all of these conflicts.

• If your class includes any immigrants or refugees, offer them the chance 
to talk about their transition to life in a new country. Ask them ques-
tions to draw out the story: How did they feel at first? Were some 
things new and scary? Were some things new and exciting? What things 
helped them learn to feel at home? Before you ask a student to share, 
make sure you are aware of any traumatic experiences associated with 
his or her departure from a former country. 

• Bring a small teddy bear to school and tell your students that it will 
spend a night with each of them over the course of the year. As each 
student hosts the bear, have him or her write a letter to the rest of the 
class about what the bear did that night.
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