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NEXT ROUND
A YOUNG ATHLETE’S JOURNEY TO GOLD

John Spray
A timely story of a young refugee and the
challenging road that has led him to the
2016 summer Olympics
At the age of three, Arthur Biyarslanov fled with his family
from the war-ravaged frontier of Chechnya. Narrowly escaping bullets and a bomb that destroyed the car in front of his
fleeing family, Arthur and his brother ran to the border and
forded a freezing river to safety. He became a refugee first in
Azerbaijan, and ultimately in Canada. In spite of these difficult
experiences, and the trials that confront any child refugee in
strange lands, Arthur thrived on the discipline and cameraderie of sport, taking up first competitive soccer and then
boxing. Years of dedication and discipline have made him into
a champion amateur boxer at age 20, winning the first Pan
Am Games gold medal in boxing for Canada in 40 years in
2015 and qualifying for the 2016 summer Olympics in Rio de
Janeiro. Written from extensive interviews with Arthur and
his family, Next Round is the story of Arthur’s journey from
frightened little boy to confident soccer player and eventually
to a world-class amateur boxer.

John Spray grew up in the
Midwest and spent years as a
successful amateur boxer, gym
rat and boxing fanatic. He has
been a Private Investigator in
Toronto for forty years and
is the owner and founder
of Mantis Investigation. John
also sponsors the annual
John Spray Mystery Award
for excellence in mystery
writing for children.

Juvenile Nonfiction Ages 10–14
ISBN: 978-1-77278-003-1 (HC) / 978-1-77278-001-7 (PB)
Trim Size: 5.5 x 7.5 inches / Pages: 112 / Carton Quantity: 28 (HC) / 38 (PB)
8-page color photo insert / black-and-white photos throughout / Index / Glossary
List Price: $14.95 Hardcover with laminated case / $9.95 PB with French flaps
Publication Date: July 15, 2016
Ship Date: June 15, 2016
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GOOD PIRATE
Award-Winning Author

Kari-Lynn Winters
Illustrated by Award-winning Artist

Dean Griffiths

Who says a pirate can’t be fancy AND brainy?
In Bad Pirate, unlikely buccaneer Augusta Garrick proved
that integrity pays off, even when it means running against
the pack. In Good Pirate, the sea pup is still under pressure
to fit in, this time by abandoning her love for fancy things.
After all, says her father the captain, a good pirate must
be rotten, sneaky, and brainy. But is there really any reason
a pirate can’t be sneaky, brainy, and fancy? When the rest
of the crew is captured by Captain Fishmonger’s mangy
pirate cats, Augusta gets the chance to show just what a
well-dressed, sweet-smelling, clever pup can do.

With swashbuckling energy and satisfying pirate dialogue,
Kari-Lynn Winters has written a sequel worthy of Bad Pirate’s popular and critical success. Dean Griffiths brings
personality to every crewmember, telling stories within
stories through his richly detailed illustrations. A treasure
for any landlubber who knows you can’t judge a mind by
its cover.

Kari-Lynn Winters is an author, poet, and performer. With over sixteen picture and poetry books published, she has won the British
Columbia Book Prize silver medal twice, for Jeffrey and Sloth and
On My Walk, and been nominated numerous times for the Christie
Harris Illustrated Children’s Literature Prize and the Chocolate Lily
Awards. Her recent picture book Bad Pirate has been a popular and
critical success, and the recipient of a Kirkus star. Kari-Lynn loves
being in the classroom and now teaches drama in education at Brock
University. She lives in St. Catharines, Ontario.
Dean Griffiths is a popular picture book artist with more than 25
titles to his name. His many awards include the Christie Harris Illustrated Children’s Book Prize for Maggie Can’t Wait and the Chocolate
Lily Award for Ballerinas Don’t Wear Glasses. His most recent picture
book, Bad Pirate, received a starred review from Kirkus Reviews, which
said, “Griffiths’ art takes the wave-swept narrative to another level.”
Dean lives in Duncan, British Columbia, with his daughter.

Picture Book for Ages 5–8
ISBN: 978-1-927485-80-4
Trim Size: 11 x 9.5 inches / Pages: 32 / Carton Quantity: 24
Printed Ends
List Price: $17.95 Hardcover with dust jacket
Publication Date: September 2, 2016
Ship Date: August 10, 2016
JUV001020 JUVENILE FICTION / Action & Adventure / Pirates
JUV039140 JUVENILE FICTION / Social Issues / Self-Esteem & Self-Reliance
JUV019000 JUVENILE FICTION / Humorous Stories
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Bad Pirate
Kari-Lynn Winters
Illustrated by Dean Griffiths
Picture Book for Children Ages 5–8
ISBN: 978-1-927485-71-2
List Price: $17.95 Hardcover with dust jacket

“Arrrrguably the best piratical dogfight you’ll ever sink your teeth
into.”—Kirkus Starred Review
“A delight to read aloud...This seagoing tale with its endearing heroine
will be a sure hit with youngsters.”—School Library Journal
“...as spirited as Augusta herself, sprinkled liberally with pirate slang and
nautical terms (all helpfully explained on the endpapers).”—Quill & Quire
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Winner of the Rainforest of Reading Award
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Theo Heras
Illustrated by Award-winning Artist

Renné Benoit

A sweet and silly getting-dressed book for toddlers

Photograph by Steve Kyriacopoulos

It’s time for this little one to go out. But which hat will he
choose? Red hat, blue hat, striped hat, penguin hat, teddy
bear hat? Once that decision is made, that hat just doesn’t
stay on, while shoes are tied and jacket is buttoned. One
more visit to the potty. And once this child is in the stroller at last, will that hat be on his head?

Toddlers will delight in choosing their own hats after they
see this charming story. A simple, rhythmic text that reflects the everyday challenge of getting a toddler ready
to go out. Written by Theo Heras and Illustrated with
gentle humor by Renné Benoit.

Theo Heras is a performer, speaker, book reviewer, and former Children’s Literature Specialist and
librarian. Passionate about creating programming
for babies and toddlers, Theo has recorded two
albums: What Shall We Do with the Baby-o?, and
Seashell, Sing a Song to Me. Theo lives in Toronto,
Ontario.

Renné Benoit is the award-winning illustrator of A
Year of Borrowed Men and more than fifteen other
titles for children. Her awards include the Ruth
and Sylvia Schwartz Award for Children’s Literature for Proud as a Peacock, Brave as a Lion; the
OLA Silver Birch Express Award for The Secret
of the Village Fool; and the Christie Harris Illustrated Children’s Literature Prize for both Fraser
Bear and Goodbye to Griffith Street. Big City Bees
was nominated for the Governor General’s Literary Award for Children’s Illustration. Renné lives in
St. Thomas, Ontario.
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Trim Size: 8 x 8 inches / Pages: 24 / Carton Quantity: 50
Extra Heavy Interior Paper / Printed Ends
List Price: $13.95 Hardcover with padded cover
Publication Date: September 9, 2016
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JUV013070 JUVENILE FICTION / Family / Siblings
JUV015010 JUVENILE FICTION / Health & Daily Living / Daily Activities

www.pajamapress.ca

5

Jan L. Coates
Illustrated by Award-winning Artist

Suzanne Del Rizzo
A pig who wants to fly. A boy with a knack for invention.
An inspiring story of two dreamers winging it.
First Jack and Ollie try the leafy branches. Then a giant
kite. Idea after idea, invention after invention, boy and pig
drag them all to the top of the highest hill.Then Ollie runs
as hard as ever a pig could run, until his trotters lift from
the ground and—Crash!
In Sky Pig, Jan L. Coates weaves a story of sweetness and
whimsy, ingenuity and empathy. Plasticine artist Suzanne

Del Rizzo brings dimension and energy to the tale of a
pig who wants—against all popular truisms—to fly. He
may never reach the sky on homemade clockwork wings,
but Ollie still dreams as hard as ever a pig can dream. And
Jack, a true friend, realizes that just because a pig can’t fly
in the ways they have tried doesn’t mean he can never
soar. An uplifting picture book for anyone who has tried
and tried again.

As a young child, Jan L. Coates waited eagerly for her first library
card. Today, as a critically-acclaimed children’s book writer, she is
helping to fill libraries herself. Her young adult novel A Hare in the
Elephant’s Trunk was a finalist for the Governor General’s Literary
Award and the Ann Connor Brimer Award for Children’s Literature, as well as a USBBY Outstanding International Book. Her middle
grade novels have been finalists for the Ann Connor Brimer Award,
the Violet Downey Award, and the Hackmatack Children’s Choice
Award. In 2015 Jan published The King of Keji, her second picture
book. She lives, writes, and teaches in Wolfville, Nova Scotia.
Suzanne Del Rizzo has always loved getting her hands messy. She
traded her job in scientific research for a career in children’s illustration with her first picture book, Skink on the Brink, which won the
SCBWI Crystal Kite Award and was a finalist for the Rainforest of
Reading Award. Suzanne’s dimensional illustrations use Plasticine,
polymer clay, and other mixed media to bring rich texture and
imagination to her books. She lives in Oakville, Ontario.
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Picture Book for Children Ages 4–7
ISBN: 978-1-927485-98-9
Trim Size: 10.5 x 9.5 inches / Pages: 32 / Carton Quantity: 30
Printed Ends
List Price: $17.95 Hardcover with dust jacket
Publication Date: September 15, 2016
Ship Date: August 17, 2016
JUV002200 JUVENILE FICTION / Animals / Pigs
JUV041010 JUVENILE FICTION / Transportation / Aviation
JUV019000 JUVENILE FICTION / Humorous Stories
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“Sky Pig is an inspirational story of two friends who have the courage
to dream big and the persistence to see it through.... Del Rizzo has
created a series of tiny masterpieces.”—CM Magazine
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Award-winning Author

Karen Bass

Sometimes scared is the smartest thing you can be
Jared’s plane has crashed in the Alberta wilderness, and
Kyle is first on the scene. When Jared insists on hiking
up the highest hill in search of cell phone reception, Kyle
hesitates; his Cree grandmother has always forbidden him
to go near it. There’s no stopping Jared, though, so Kyle
reluctantly follows.After a night spent on the hilltop—with
no cell service—the teens discover something odd: the
plane has disappeared. Nothing in the forest surrounding
them seems right. In fact, things seem very wrong. And
worst of all, something is hunting them.

Karen Bass, the multi-award-winning author of Graffiti
Knight and Uncertain Soldier, brings her signature actionpacked style to a chilling new subject: the Cree Wîhtiko
legend. Inspired by the real story of a remote plane crash
and by the legends of her Cree friends and neighbors,
Karen brings eerie life—or perhaps something other than
life—to the northern landscape in The Hill.

“A plane crash launches a gripping story of survival and mystery in The Hill by Karen Bass. The award-winning
author successfully weaves Cree mythology into the fast-paced adventure of two teens from vastly different
worlds. Together, they learn that outwitting a creature from the spirit world is only possible with mutual
respect.”—Larry Loyie, Award-Winning Cree Author of As Long as the Rivers Flow and Residential
Schools: With the Words and Images of Survivors
“Alberta-based Geoffrey Bilson Award-winning author Karen Bass draws on the Cree legend of the Wîhtiko for
her latest YA novel, which blends adventure, horror, and some good old-fashioned coming-of-age wisdom….The
dynamic between the boys is the best part of the narrative, and will open many readers’ eyes to the issues of
race, class, and privilege.”—Quill & Quire Editor’s Choice
“Karen Bass anchors the fantasy element with such gritty, sore and smelly reality and such nail-biting terror that the
reader has no choice but to be hooked.”—Multi-Award-Winning Author Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch

Karen Bass is the multi-award-winning author
of a number of novels for young adult readers.
Graffiti Knight won the CLA Young Adult Book
Award, the Geoffrey Bilson Award for Historical Fiction for Young People, the R. Ross Annett
Award, and the CAA Exporting Alberta Award.
Her most recent novel, Uncertain Soldier, is a
nominee for the OLA Forest of Reading Red
Maple Award. Karen lives in Hythe, Alberta,
where she was the public library manager for
sixteen years before turning to full-time writing.
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In a Cloud of Dust
Award-winning Author

Alma Fullerton
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Illustrated by Award-winning Artist

Brian Deines

Anna is determined to go to school, but the daily walk takes hours.
How can she possibly keep up?
“Deines’s oil paintings glow with a sense of promise....
Fullerton says quite a bit with few words in her verselike
prose...”—Publishers Weekly
“A nice addition to primary-grade “values” collections.”
—Kirkus Reviews
“Notable for its message of putting others before oneself, the story is buoyed by illustrations that shimmer with
movement, light, and feeling.”—Booklist

“This glowing book is a wonderful introduction for young
readers to life in a culture where many things are
different, but some things are exactly the same.”—The
National Reading Campaign
“An author’s note at the end highlights more information
about bicycle libraries and their impact in places like
Africa.”—School Library Journal
“Fullerton’s inviting text is spare and poetic.... Deines’
radiant oil paintings glow...”—Quill & Quire

Alma Fullerton’s free-verse novels for juvenile and young adult
readers have earned her multiple nominations and awards,
including the Ruth and Sylvia Schwartz Award and the CLA Book
of the Year Honour. Her first picture book, A Good Trade, has been a
White Ravens Choice, a Bank Street Best Book, and a nominee for
the OLA Forest of Reading Blue Spruce Award and the Kentucky
Bluegrass Awards. In 2013 Alma wrote and illustrated Community
Soup, which was a CCBC Best Books for Kids & Teens starred
selection. Alma lives in Midland, Ontario.
Brian Deines is a fine artist and the award-winning illustrator of
over twenty children’s books, including A Bear in War, Bear on the
Homefront, Elephant Journey, and On a Snowy Night. Dragonfly Kites,
part of a trilogy written by Tomson Highway, was shortlisted
for the Governor General’s Award for illustration and the Ruth
& Sylvia Schwartz Children’s Book Award. A graduate of the
Alberta College of Art, Brian lives in Toronto, Ontario with his
wife and daughter.
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Picture Book for Children Ages 4–8
ISBN: 978-1-77278-000-0
Trim Size: 9 x 10 inches / Pages: 32 / Carton Quantity: 80
Printed Ends
List Price: $8.95 Paperback with French flaps
Publication Date: August 1, 2016
Ship Date: July 20, 2016
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 inner of the RainforW
est of Reading Award
Nominated for the OLA
Forest of Reading Blue
Spruce Award
Best Books for Kids &
Teens Starred Selection

Available in Hardcover
ISBN: 978-1-927485-62-0
List Price: $17.95
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Little Fox,

Nicole Snitselaar

lost

Illustrated by

Alicia Padrón
Translated by

Erin Woods
Little Fox discovers his own ingenuity and resilience as he safely navigates being
lost—and found.
Little Fox’s paw prints make such beautiful pictures in the
newly fallen snow. Left here, right there, around that fallen
branch—he scatters them throughout the forest until,
too late, he finds he can’t retrace his steps back home.
Lost and afraid, Little Fox wants to agree when a kind, old
owl offers to fly ahead and guide him. But Mama Fox has
warned him often:

“If ever you are lost, my child,
Don’t let a stranger guide you.
Be still, and I will search the wild
Until I am beside you.”

In gentle, expressive text, Nicole Snitselaar spins a tale
that goes far beyond a simple “stranger danger” warning. Her Little Fox, equipped with his own ingenuity as
well as his mother’s wisdom, cleverly finds a way for the
other animals to attract Mama Fox’s attention while keeping himself safe. Alicia Padrón renders this resilient Little
Fox and his forest companions in soft watercolors, their
rounded shapes and endearing features easing any anxiety
that little listeners might feel about being lost.

A mother of five, Nicole Snitselaar spent
the last 20 years writing and singing
songs and nursery rhymes—both for her
own children and on recorded albums.
Seven years ago she branched out to
writing books for children and has since
published more than 39 in both French
and English.
Alicia Padrón is a full-time children’s illustrator who loves creating adorable characters in watercolor and other media.
Her books include ABC, Baby Me!, I Love
You All Year Round, and The Wish Trees. Alicia lives in Venezuela with her husband,
their two children, and two dogs.
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Picture Book for Children Ages 3–6
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Shari Green
Written in light and lyrical free verse, a warm and wistful novel about the hard
and beautiful truths of growing up and growing into one’s own ability to shape
the world.
Eleven-year-old Bailey believes in miracles. She has to; it
will take a miracle to keep her warring parents together.
This summer they are at a Marriage Counseling camp,
leaving Bailey and her little brother Kevin with their
estranged grandmother in the island town of Felicity Bay.
There, an eccentric deposed minister makes a prophecy
that a stranger from the sea will change everything.
When Bailey discovers a mermaid-shaped piece of
driftwood, she begins to believe that the mermaid is this

stranger from the sea. Then, when a dolphin becomes
stranded on the beach, Bailey forgets her own troubles
and rouses the reluctant locals into action. United for the
first time in years, the community works together to dig
a channel and lead the stranded dolphin back to the bay.
Inspired by her part in this collective act of heroism, Bailey
finds new faith that her future will somehow work out,
with the love of her now extended family.

Shari Green spent childhood summers exploring tide pools and reading stacks of library
books. She’s still in love with stories and the
sea, so when a driftwood mermaid washed up
in her imagination, she knew a beach story was
brewing. In her non-writing life, Shari works as
a Practical Nurse, and she’s been a volunteer
with children and teens in her church for many
years. Shari lives in Campbell River, British Columbia, with her husband, kids, and the worst
watchdog ever.This is her first book for children.
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By Award-winning Author

Victoria Allenby
Illustrated by Award-winning Artist

Tara Anderson

Rhino rumpus! Rhino riot! Will these three siblings ever get along?
Two little rhinos getting washed.
One little rhino feeling squashed.
Little push, little nudge.
Three little rhinos WILL NOT BUDGE.
Three little rhinos are having trouble getting along as Mama
tries to coax them through the evening routine. Will they
fidget, fuss, and fight right up until bedtime? Or will their
Mama’s love help them find some common ground?

Victoria Allenby and Tara Anderson, the award-winning
author-illustrator team behind Nat the Cat Can Sleep Like
That, return with a lively story that will warm the heart
of any frazzled parent. Children will find mischievous delight in the young rhinos’ misbehavior, told in bouncing
rhyme and energetic illustrations. And ultimately they, like
the rhino siblings, may be inspired to acknowledge and
reward their parents’ patient love.

Victoria Allenby has been writing poetry and stories for
as long as she can remember. Her debut picture book, Nat
the Cat Can Sleep Like That, was a Bank Street Best Book,
won the 2014 Preschool Reads Award, and was nominated for the 2015 SYRCA Shining Willow Award. In 2015
she followed up her debut with a lyrical early chapter
book, Timo’s Garden. A freelance writer and editor, Victoria lives in Toronto, Ontario.
A folk artist and award-winning illustrator who trained
at the Ontario College of Art and Design, Tara Anderson is known for her lively and humorous illustrations of
animals. Her debut That Stripy Cat was followed with Nat
the Cat Can Sleep Like That, which was a Bank Street Best
Book, won the 2014 Preschool Reads Award, and was
nominated for the 2015 SYRCA Shining Willow Award.
Tara shares a farmhouse in Tweed, Ontario, with her husband, her young daughter, and several cats.

Picture Book for Children Ages 2–4
ISBN: 978-1-927485-96-5
Trim Size: 10 x 9 inches / Pages: 24 / Carton Quantity: 34
Extra Heavy Interior Paper | Printed Ends
List Price: $14.95 Hardcover with padded cover
Publication Date: November 2, 2016
Ship Date: October 12, 2016
JUV010000 JUVENILE FICTION / Bedtime & Dreams
JUV013070 JUVENILE FICTION / Family / Siblings
JUV019000 JUVENILE FICTION / Humorous Stories
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“Whether sleeping or cavorting through the house, these two kitties
are sure to win youngsters’ hearts.”—School Library Journal
“Good kitty fun that will demand repeated reads.”—Kirkus Reviews
Bank Street Best Book
Winner of the Preschool Reads Award
Best Books for Kids & Teens Starred Selection
Nominated for the SYRCA Shining Willow Award
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By the same creators...

240,000
COPIES IN
PRINT!

Nat the Cat
Can Sleep Like That
Board Book for Children Ages 1–4 /
Picture Book for Children Ages 2–6
ISBN: 978-1-927485-66-8 (BB) / 978-1-927485-52-1 (HC)
List Price: $9.95 Board book / $15.95 Hardcover with dust jacket
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A Vietnamese Boy’s Story of Survival
Award-winning Author

Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch with Tuan Ho
Illustrated by Award-winning Artist

Brian Deines

The first picture book to recount the dramatic true story of a refugee family’s
perilous escape from Vietnam
It is 1981. In the middle of the Pacific Ocean, a fishing
boat overloaded with 60 Vietnamese refugees drifts. The
motor has failed; the hull is leaking; the drinking water is
nearly gone. This is the dramatic true story recounted by
Tuan Ho, who was six years old when he, his mother, and
two sisters dodged the bullets of Vietnam’s military police
for the perilous chance of boarding that boat.

Told to multi-award-winning author Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch and illustrated by the celebrated Brian Deines,Tuan’s
story has become Adrift At Sea, the first picture book to
describe the flight of Vietnam’s “Boat People” refugees.
Illustrated with sweeping oil paintings and complete with
an expansive Author’s Note, this non-fiction picture book
is all the more important as the world responds to a new
generation of refugees risking all on the open water for
the chance at safety and a new life.

Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch is the multi-award winning author of Dance of the Banished, which
won the Geoffrey Bilson Award and was a Junior Library Guild Selection. Amongst her many
other titles for children and young adults are Last Airlift: A Vietnamese Orphan’s Rescue from War,
which won the Red Cedar Award and was a Cooperative Children’s Book Center best-of-theyear Choice and a Bank Street Best Book, and One Step at a Time: A Vietnamese Child Finds Her
Way, which won the OLA Silver Birch Award and was a Bank Street Best Book. Marsha lives in
Brantford, Ontario.
Tuan Ho escaped Vietnam at age six in 1981 among thousands of other “boat people” refugees.
Through author Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch, he has told the story of how he, his mother, and two
sisters survived five days adrift on the ocean with dwindling fresh water before being rescued
by a U.S. aircraft carrier. Joining the rest of his family in Canada, he went on to attend school in
Toronto and is now an accomplished physiotherapist with a new clinic. His wife Edae, a primary
school teacher, is the child of other Vietnamese boat people refugees who settled in Ireland and
then Canada. Tuan and Edae have two young daughters, Madeline and Emily.

Brian Deines is a fine artist and the award-winning illustrator of over twenty children’s
books, including Elephant Journey, A Bear in War, Bear on the Homefront, and In a Cloud of Dust.
Dragonfly Kites was shortlisted for the Governor General’s Award for Illustration and the
Ruth & Sylvia Schwartz Children’s Book Award. Brian lives in Toronto, Ontario.
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ISBN: 978-1-77278-005-5
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French Toast
Award-Winning Author

Kari-Lynn Winters
Illustrated by Award-winning Artist

François Thisdale
A celebration of culture, color, and cuisine
Phoebe—half Jamaican, half French Canadian—hates
her school nickname of “French Toast.” So she is mortified when, out on a walk with her Jamaican grandmother,
she hears a classmate shout it out at her. To make things
worse, Nan-ma, who is blind, wants an explanation of the
name. How can Phoebe describe the color of her skin to
someone who has never seen it? “Like tea, after you’ve
added the milk,” she says. And her father? “Like warm banana bread.” And Nan-ma herself? She is like maple syrup
poured over...well...

In French Toast, Kari-Lynn Winters uses descriptions of
favorite foods from both of Phoebe’s cultures to celebrate
the varied skin tones of her family. François Thisdale’s
imaginative illustrations fill the landscape with whimsy
and mouthwatering delight as Phoebe realizes her own
resilience and takes ownership of her nickname proudly.

Kari-Lynn Winters is an author, poet, and performer. With over sixteen picture and poetry books published, she has won the British
Columbia Book Prize silver medal twice, for Jeffrey and Sloth and On
My Walk, and been nominated numerous times for the Christie Harris
Illustrated Children’s Literature Prize and the Chocolate Lily Awards.
Her recent picture book Bad Pirate won the Rainfoerst of Reading
Award and received a Kirkus star. Kari-Lynn loves being in the classroom and now teaches drama in education at Brock University. She
lives in St. Catharines, Ontario.
François Thisdale’s work blends traditional drawing and painting with
digital imagery using collage, acrylic, watercolor, and computer manipulation. He is the illustrator of The Stamp Collector, which is on the
International Board on Books for Young People’s Honor List. He has
also won a Notable Books for a Global Society Award and the Crystal
Kite Award; been a TD Children’s Book Award Finalist; an OLA Best
Bet; an Amelia Frances Howard-Gibbon Illustrator’s Award finalist; and
a Willow Awards finalist. François lives in Montreal, Quebec.
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Trim Size: 10 x 9 inches / Pages: 32 / Carton Quantity: 34
Printed Ends
List Price: $17.95 Hardcover with dust jacket
Publication Date: November 4, 2016
Ship Date: October 12, 2016
JUV039140 JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Self-Esteem & Self-Reliance
JUV013030 JUVENILE FICTION / Family / Multigenerational
JUV039250 JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Emigration & Immigration

www.pajamapress.ca

21

A ll the World
Award-Winning Author

Gilles Tibo

a Poem

Illustrated by Award-winning Artist

Manon Gauthier
Translated by

Erin Woods
Poems blossom from all corners of life in this picture book celebration of poetry

Poems tall or short or wide—
All are infinite inside.
In Gilles Tibo’s wonder-filled tribute to poetry, poems
bloom in fields, fly on the wings of birds, and float on the
foam of the sea. They are written in the dark of night, in
the light of happiness, and in the warmth of the writer’s
heart. Each poem is illustrated with Manon Gauthier’s

whimsical paper collage art, which is both child-like and
sophisticated.
Rhymed or unrhymed, regular or irregular, the verses
bring not just poems but the very concept of poetry to
the level of a child, making them accessible to all. If all the
world is a poem, then anyone can be a poet!

Gilles Tibo was an illustrator for many years before he discovered a passion for writing. He has published more than 150 books in English and
French, including Where’s my Hockey Sweater?, Too Many Books, and the
classic Simon series, including Simon and the Wind and Simon and his Boxes.
His titles have won numerous prizes, including the Mr. Christie Award and
the Alvine-Bélisle Prize. A Canada Council Fellow, Gilles also has nominations from IBBY Canada and the Hans Christian Andersen Prize. In 2009
one of his most beloved characters had her big screen debut in the film
Noémie,The Secret. Gilles lives in Montreal, Quebec.
Manon Gauthier is a graphic artist who made the leap to
picture book illustration in 2006. After her first book was
shortlisted for the Governor General’s Award for Children’s
Literature, she dedicated herself entirely to illustration, and
to giving presentations and art workshops in schools across
Quebec.A flexible artist, Manon works in many media, including gouache, pencils, and plasticine. She lives near Montreal.
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Picture Book for Children Ages 6+
ISBN: 978-1-77278-009-3
Trim Size: 9 x 9 inches / Pages: 32 / Carton Quantity: 36
Printed Ends
List Price: $16.95 Hardcover with dust jacket
Publication Date: November 18, 2016
Ship Date: November 2, 2016
JUV070000 JUVENILE FICTION / Poetry
JUV009080 JUVENILE FICTION / Concepts / Words
JUV051000 JUVENILE FICTION / Imagination & Play
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Going for a
SEA BATH

Ben Says Goodbye
Sarah Ellis
Illustrated by Kim La Fave
Picture Book for Children Ages 3–6
ISBN: 978-1-927485-79-8
List Price: $16.95 Hardcover with dust jacket

A+ for Big Ben
Sarah Ellis
Illustrated by Kim La Fave
Board Book for Ages 2–5
ISBN: 978-1-927485-76-7
List Price: $9.95 Board Book
“The upbeat…drawings, thickly outlined with an effect that
looks like charcoal, neatly complement the simple, declarative
text. Any young child who has experienced the loss of a close
friend will find this story resonant.”—Kirkus Reviews
“Ellis hits all the right notes in this sensitive text....La Fave’s
strong, expressive line drawings make the characters’ emotions easy to read.”—Booklist
“A gentle and age-appropriate reflection on loss.”
—School Library Journal
“…loss is addressed with sensitivity and honesty. The book
offers a wonderful tool for helping young children cope with
this type of loss.”—Foreword Reviews

Picture book for children ages 4–7
ISBN: 978-1-927485-92-7
List Price: $14.95 Hardcover with dust jacket
Shelftalkers Available

“Rich with vocabulary, numbers, humour and wonderful art, Poulin and Delisle have created a wonderfully
entertaining counting book...Highly Recommended.”—CM Magazine
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“Suited for shared reading, preferably while snuggled on
someone’s lap.”—School Library Journal
“Loosely defined by rough, crayonlike lines, LaFave’s images have a swoopy, gestural quality.”
—Publishers Weekly
“This delightful short book perfectly encapsulates the
trials and tribulations of being the baby of the family...”
—Resource Links

Kiss, Kiss
Jennifer Couëlle
Illustrated by Jacques Laplante
Translated by Karen Simon
“Translated by Karen Simon, it retains a cheerful breeziness….The colourful art
of Montreal’s Jacques Laplante—whose simple lines and distinctive graphic style is
both sophisticated and amusing—gives this little book wide appeal…”
—Montreal Gazette

“The humor in this story is reminiscent of Robert Munsch’s writing. It’s over-the-top but heartfelt, and the
bright cartoon art is a hoot....A fun addition for those looking for new bathtime or numbers books.”
—School Library Journal
“Bathtub fun, warm father-daughter interaction, a bit of exposure to sea life…and opportunities aplenty for
counting, too.”—Kirkus Reviews

“This sweet and charmingly illustrated book takes seriously a preschooler’s need to feel that he is not left behind...”—The New York Times

Picture Book for Children Ages 3–6
ISBN: 978-1-927485-86-6
List Price: $12.95 Hardcover with
laminated case

“Both the writing and artwork have a sweetly haphazard quality—Laplante’s scraggly
illustrations look authentically kid-drawn, the meter of Couëlle’s verse varies wildly,
and she sneaks in a few extemporaneous unrhymed moments.”
—Publishers Weekly
“A rhyming celebration of kisses of all kinds… A full range of relationships are represented here—parents, grandparents, couples, friends are all happily smooching.”
—Kirkus Reviews
www.pajamapress.ca
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Picture Book for Children Ages 6–9
ISBN: 978-1-927485-77-4
List Price: $19.95 Hardcover with dust jacket

Timo’s Garden
Victoria Allenby
Illustrated by Dean Griffiths

“An appealing animal-rescue book.”—Booklist
“Photographs and additional rescue details round out a sensitive
account of animal activism and rehabilitation.”—Publishers Weekly

Early Chapter Book Ages 5–8
ISBN: 978-1-927485-84-2
List Price: $10.95 Hardcover with laminated case

“Beautiful oil paintings with the softness of pastels—all double-page
spreads on generously sized pages—capture important moments in the
story…. Art and text create a moving tale.”—Kirkus Reviews

Elephant Journey
Rob Laidlaw
Illustrated by Brian Deines

“Allenby laces her story with alliteration and wordplay and Griffiths’ color
illustrations further add to the cozy atmosphere—there’s a whiff of The
Wind in the Willows in the dapper outfits he gives the animal characters…
[T]he easy camaraderie and old-fashioned gentility among these friends
exert plenty of charm.”—Publishers Weekly

“I highly recommend that you read Elephant Journey. Rob Laidlaw and Brian
Deines have produced a beautiful story in colour of the rescue of three elephants from a zoo, and their heartwarming arrival at the PAWS sanctuary
where they can live out their lives as the good Lord intended.”
—Bob Barker, game show host and animal rights activist

“This lovely early chapter book presents the theme of friendship while
also tackling life’s challenges in a comfortable manner…. The finely illustrated “Glossary of Flowers” on the final pages is an ideal introduction for
budding horticulturists….A charming addition to early chapter book
collections.”—School Library Journal

Nominated for the Hackmatack Children’s Choice Award

“Allenby’s storytelling is lively, with a nice sprinkling of rhymes, alliteration,
and other wordplay….At the back of the book, Griffiths provides some
small but lovely illustrations of the 14 flowers mentioned in the story.
Sweet, informative, and visually appealing.”—Booklist
“Griffiths’ richly colored illustrations depict anthropomorphic animals in a
pastoral setting…A fine title for growing readers.”—Kirkus Reviews

A Year of Borrowed Men

Elliot

Michelle Barker
Illustrated by Renné Benoit

Julie Pearson
Illustrated by Manon Gauthier

Picture Book for Children Ages 6–9
ISBN: 978-1-927485-83-5
List Price: $18.95 Hardcover with dust jacket

Picture Book for Children Ages 5–8
ISBN: 978-1-927485-85-9
List Price: $16.95 Hardcover with dust jacket

“Benoit...strikes a tone of gentle sweetness in her
depictions of the people and farm animals that, like
the text, is never sappy.”—The Horn Book Magazine

“Fostering is a difficult topic, but Pearson addresses it in a gentle, ageappropriate manner free of blame....Though it might not be representative of every fostering experience, this sensitive story nevertheless
could be a comfort to children in the foster system.”—Booklist

“A tender memoir of human decency during wartime… The addition of old family photos from that
time is poignant. This heartfelt picture book helps
readers appreciate wartime’s toll.”—Kirkus Reviews
“The story, it turns out, is not about prisoners or
the ravages of war so much as it is about kindness
and humanity—a powerful message equally relevant
today….[A]t its heart, this family tale is a tender
evocation of empathy, bravery, and friendship.”
—Quill & Quire
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 inner of the 2015 Prix
W
du livre jeunesse des Bibliothèques de Montréal
(French edition, éditions
les 400 coups, 2014)

“Gauthier’s…drawings are simple but poignantly depict the range of
emotions Elliot experiences. The muted colors also help reinforce
the low-key, reassuring message....Recommended for libraries seeking
books to help young children understand that birth parents sometimes do not know how to care for them and that other caregivers
must enter their lives.”—School Library Journal
“Pearson’s refusal to sugarcoat [Elliot’s] journey should resonate with
children in similar situations.”—Publishers Weekly
“The book tackles a complex issue in an approachable and kid-friendly
way with adorable bunny characters and soft collage illustrations. It’s a
must-read.”—Today’s Parent

Princess Pistachio

Princess Pistachio and the Pest

Marie-Louise Gay
Translated by Jacob Homel

“Young readers will cheer for her.
Long live Princess Pistachio.”
—Kirkus Starred Review

Early Chapter Book for Ages 5–8
List Price: $10.95 Hardcover with laminated case

ISBN: 978-1-927485-69-9

“Fans of other high-spirited girl
characters like Junie B. Jones and
Clementine will fall in love with
Princess Pistachio.”
—School Library Journal

“A playful and entertaining take on
children’s perennial questions surrounding ideas of personhood, family
and community.”
—Kirkus Starred Review
“Young readers...will be enthralled by
Pistachio and her big personality and
imagination.”—School Library Journal

ISBN: 978-1-927485-73-6

“Lively ink-and-watercolor illustrations brighten every page.”
—Booklist

“Sometimes charming and sometimes
funny, the story is as satisfying as its
protagonist’s name: Pistachio Shoelace.”—Booklist
OLA Best Bet
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Evie Brooks in Central Park
Showdown

Giraffe
Meets
Bird

Sheila Agnew
Juvenile Fiction Ages 9–12
ISBN: 978-1-927485-93-4 (HC) / 978-1-927485-94-1 (PB)
List Price: $15.95 Hardcover with dust jacket / $9.95 Paperback

Rebecca Bender
Picture Book for Children
Ages 2–5
ISBN: 978-1-927485-35-4
List Price: $15.95 Hardcover with dust jacket

Evie Brooks is Marooned in
Manhattan

“Attractive, bright acrylics give Bender’s animal
characters personality, especially fuzzy, cantankerous
Bird, and her friendship story is nicely modulated, with
vocabulary lessons neatly tucked in. Sincerely sweet.”
—Kirkus Reviews

Sheila Agnew
Juvenile Fiction Ages 9–12
ISBN: 978-1-927485-87-3 (HC) / 978-1-927485-82-8 (PB)
List Price: $15.95 Hardcover with dust jacket / $9.95 Paperback

“Agnew gives Evie an engaging balance of sarcasm, vulnerability, and humour….
Readers [will] be clamoring for another Evie book…”—Publisher Weekly
“An enjoyable, light read that will particularly draw in animal lovers.”
—School Library Journal
“This is a quick-moving novel, and Evie is by turns smart, cheeky, stubborn, and
introspective—a highly identifiable and likeable lead character…”—Resource Links
“Throughout this story, the animals that move through Scott’s workday turn out to be
the creatures that help Evie cope with her mother’s passing.”
—The Montreal Gazette
Shortlisted for the Literacy Association of Ireland Children’s Book Award

“…warm, expressive acrylic illustrations… With or
without the pithy array of synonyms, the story’s overall message is what leaves the biggest impression....A
worthy purchase along with Bender’s other two books
about Giraffe and Bird.”—School Library Journal

Deborah Ellis
Young Adult Fiction Ages 12+
ISBN: 978-1-927485-57-6 (HC) / 978-1-927485-97-2 (PB)
List Price: $15.95 Hardcover with dust jacket
$11.95 Paperback with French flaps

NEW IN
PAPERB
A
WITH F CK
RESH,
CONTEM
PORARY
COVER!

Amelia Bloomer Project List selection
Bank Street Best Book
Cooperative Children’s Book Center best-of-the-year Choice
Shorlisted for the Ruth & Sylvia Schwartz Children’s Book Award
Shortlisted for the Canadian Library Association Young Adult Book Award
Nominated for the Manitoba Young Readers’ Choice Award
Q
 uill & Quire Book of the Year
OLA Best Bet
Best Books for Kids & Teens Starred Selection
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Rebecca Bender
Picture Book for Children
Ages 4–7
ISBN: 978-0-9869495-6-2
List Price: $16.95 Hardcover
with dust jacket

“The conversational text gracefully delivers a message about
kindness and having a sense of humor”—Publishers Weekly
“A warm, gentle tale with a good message and plenty of funny
moments...”—Quill & Quire Starred Review

“This colourful picture book lives its message: one of the
best antidotes for sadness is laughter.”—Resource Links
 LA Forest of Reading Blue Spruce Award Honour Book
O
Nominated for the Rainforest of Reading Award

“...the author introduces a rich and varied vocabulary to
express the emotions felt by both the characters.”
—Resource Links

Community
Soup
Alma Fullerton

Moon at Nine

Don’t Laugh
at Giraffe
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Picture Book for Children
Ages 4–8
ISBN: 978-1-927485-27-9
List Price: $16.95 Hardcover
with dust jacket

“The full-color, mixed-media collages steal the
show…A great choice for group sharing or for units
on communities.”—School Library Journal
“The recipe for Fullerton’s second picture book, after A
Good Trade, involves a bit of ‘Stone Soup,’ a dash of ‘Mary
Had a Little Lamb,’ and a rural Kenyan setting. ”
—Publishers Weekly
“For reading aloud or alone, a nourishing choice.”
—Kirkus Reviews
Best Books for Kids & Teens Starred Selection

A Good
Trade
Alma Fullerton
Illustrated by
Karen Patkau
Picture Book for Children
Ages 5+
ISBN: 978-0-9869495-9-3
List Price: $16.95 Hardcover
with dust jacket

“A pleasure to read aloud…Expertly crafted...”
—Kirkus Starred Review
White Ravens Choice
Nominated for the Kentucky Bluegrass Awards
Bank Street Best Book
Nominated for the OLA Forest of Reading Blue
Spruce Award
Finalist for the Canadian Children’s Literature
Roundtables of Canada Information Book Award
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Peach Girl
Raymond Nakamura
Illustrated by Rebecca Bender
Picture Book for Children Ages 5–8
ISBN: 978-1-927485-58-3
List Price: $16.95 Hardcover with dust jacket

“This story has a satisfying ring and a tasty ending. A winningly good-natured
version of a familiar favorite.”—Kirkus Reviews
“Feisty Momoko is a truth-seeking explorer who doesn’t let gossip...deter
her from having fabulous experiences...Momoko is surely a 21st-century
original hero with epic potential.”—Smithsonian BookDragon
Cooperative Children’s Book Center best-of-the-year Choice
Toronto Public Library “First & Best” Selection

Once Upon a Line
Wallace Edwards

Margriet Ruurs & Katherine Gibson
Picture book for All Ages
ISBN: 978-1-927485-63-7
Price: $19.95 Hardcover with dust jacket

“An outstanding, well-organized biography… A joy to look at and an inspiration
to read.”—School Library Journal
 inner of the Children’s Literature Roundtables of Canada Information
W
Book Award
Finalist for the TD Canadian Children’s Literature Award
Nominated for the Rocky Mountain Book Award
Nominated for the Ruth & Sylvia Schwartz Children’s Book Award
Nominated for the OLA Forest of Reading Silver Birch Non-Fiction
Award
Nominated for the Hackmatack Award

No Shelter Here: Making the World a Kinder Place for Dogs
Rob Laidlaw

Picture Book for Children Ages 6+
ISBN: 978-1-927485-78-1
List Price: $17.95 Hardcover with dust jacket

Juvenile Nonfiction Ages 8–12
ISBN: 978-0-9869495-5-5 (HC) 978-0-9869495-2-4 (PB)
List Price: $15.95 Hardcover with dust jacket / $11.95 Paperback with French flaps

“This interactive, imaginative book…is a charming reminder of the
importance of a single line, and the fun of the creative process.”—Booklist

“Children will come away from this book educated and inspired to
become ‘Dog Champions.’”—School Library Journal

“By themselves, the funny pictures will amuse readers; going further, the
situations should inspire creative writing.”—School Library Journal
“The colorful, absurd, detailed illustrations feature a fantastical array of
characters—many of them anthropomorphic animals—in an intriguing style
that defies easy classification….The artwork is captivating, finding the pen
stroke is challenging, and the text will spark some animated conversation.”
—Kirkus Reviews

Skydiver: Saving the Fastest Bird in the World
Celia Godkin
Picture Book for Children Ages 6–9
ISBN: 978-1-927485-61-3 (HC) / 978-1-927485-89-7 (PB)
List Price: $17.95 Hardcover with dust jacket / $8.95 Paperback with French flaps

“Clear and engaging language...beautifully illustrated.”
—School Library Journal
“This success story will be welcomed by nature lovers.”—Kirkus Reviews
Bank Street Best Book
Nominated for the Green Earth Book Award
Nominated for the Hackmatack Children’s Choice Award
Nominated for the Rainforest of Reading Award
Best Books for Kids & Teens Selection
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A Brush Full of Colour: The World of Ted Harrison

 ominated for the Pennsylvania Young Reader’s Choice Award
N
Bank Street Best Book
Winner of the OLA Forest of Reading Silver Birch Non-Fiction Award
Winner of the Hackmatack Children’s Choice Award
Finalist for the Children’s Literature Roundtables of Canada
Information Book Award

Cat Champions: Caring for our Feline Friends
Rob Laidlaw

Juvenile Nonfiction Ages 8–12
ISBN: 978-1-927485-31-6 (HC) / 978-1-927485-54-5 (PB)
List Price: $15.95 Hardcover with dust jacket / $11.95 Paperback with French flaps

“The straightforward message, good examples and plentiful resources
may well combine to inspire new advocates.”—Kirkus Reviews
Bank Street Best Book
OLA Silver Birch Non-Fiction Award honour book
Nominated for the Red Cedar Book Award
Nominated for the Hackmatack Award
Best Books for Kids & Teens Starred Selection
Resource Links “The Year’s Best” selection
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Uncertain
Soldier
Karen Bass

Dance of the
Banished
Marsha Forchuk
Skrypuch

Young Adult Fiction Ages 12+
ISBN: 978-1-927485-72-9
List Price: $11.95 Paperback

Young Adult Fiction Ages 12+
ISBN: 978-1-927485-65-1
Price: $12.95 Paperback with
French flaps

“Readers will likely find the two main characters’ journeys
to safety and justice in a cruel world compelling.”
—Publishers Weekly

“An absorbing glimpse into a dark period in world history and
the human consequences of war.”—VOYA

“Bass does a fantastic job building and releasing tension
throughout the novel…[The characters’] feelings of helplessness and struggles with conflicted loyalties should be
easy for any young reader to identify with.”
—Quill & Quire
Nominated for the OLA Forest of Reading Red Maple
Award

“The setting is fascinating, the research is thorough, and the
story is made all the more interesting due to current events
in the region.”—School Library Journal
A Junior Library Guild Selection
USBBY Outstanding International Book
Winner of the Geoffrey Bilson Award for Historical Fiction for Young People
White Ravens Selection
CCBC Best Books for Kids & Teens selection

The Stowaways
Graffiti Knight
Karen Bass
Young Adult Fiction Ages 12+
ISBN: 978-1-927485-53-8
List Price: $11.95 Paperback

“[A] gripping page-turner…
The authentic setting,
compelling characters and taut, suspenseful plot claim
attention throughout.”—Kirkus Reviews
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2015 USBBY Outstanding International Book
Bank Street Best Book
Winner of the CLA Young Adult Book Award
Winner of the Geoffrey Bilson Award for Historical
Fiction for Young People
Winner of the R. Ross Annett Award for Children’s
Literature
Winner of the CAA Exporting Alberta Award
Nominated for the Pacific Northwest Library
Association Young Reader’s Choice Award

Meghan Marentette
With illustrations by
Dean Griffiths

Juvenile Fiction Ages 8–12
ISBN: 978-1-927485-33-0 (HC) / 978-1927485-88-0 (PB)
List Price: $15.95 Hardcover with
laminated case / $10.95 Paperback with
French flaps
“In the tradition of memorable mouse heroes, the Stowaways
deliver page-turning, cliffhanging, heartwarming, first-rate adventure.”—Kirkus Reviews
“A fine debut that deserves a place alongside Cynthia Voigt’s
Young Fredle and Richard Peck’s Secrets at Sea.”—School
Library Journal

F inalist for the Monica Hughes Award for Science
Fiction and Fantasy
Finalist for the CLA Book of the Year for Children
Award
Finalist for the Ann Connor Brimer Award for Children’s
Literature
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